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EXOPHTHALMIO GOITRE. 


By Aurrep K. Hits, M.D. 


Ir scems strange to us, at this late day, that 
exophthalmic goitre, also known by the names of the 
two observers—Graves and Basedow—who, independ- 
ently of each other and at about the same time, were 
the first to describe it, should not have been recog- 
nized as a distinct affection long before they existed 
—so striking are the leading changes by which it is 
accompanied, These are three in number—ezcessive 
action of the heart, enlargement of the thyroid gland, 
and protrusion of the eye-balls. The circumstance 
that exophthalmic goitre occurs more commonly in 
women than in men, the proportion being about 
eighty per cent. of the former to twenty per cent. of 
the latter, shows the relative sensitiveness of the ner- 
vous organism in the two sexes. According to v. 
Giraefe, it is not only more rare among men, but in 
them it occurs at a later period, and with greater 
severity. The earliest manifestation of the disease 
often consists in an increased liability to emotional 
disturbance, so that it may almost be regarded as 
premonitory of exophthalmic goitre, when an indi- 
vidual previously quiet and gentle becomes excited, 
suspicious and irritable. The first physical symptom 
is usually palpilation with acceleration of pulse. The 
heart is far more irritable than in a state of health, 


und even when the patient is mentally and physically | 
| admits its frequency. 
| ished power of moving the lid, and of mechanical 


quiet, the pulsations are rarely below 100 in a min- 
ute, while the least excitement will send them up to 
120, 150, 160, or more, in extreme cases. The force 
of the heart-beats is also greatly augmented. The 
patient feels as if the whole body were shaken by 


them, and hears them in the murmur which is con- 
| tional alterations in a larger proportion of cases than 


stantly in the cars. Other circulatory phenomena 
are also noticed, such as occasional epigastric pulsa- 
tion, increased force of the pulse in the carotids and 
larger branches, especially the thyroids, and a blow- 
ing and whirring that may already be heard by 
auscultation, Physical examination docs not in gen- 
eral indicate the existence of any organic disorder, 


but a systolic murmur is often heard which may be | 
In the former case it | 
_ yellow spots appear, and the final result is the forma- 
When | tion of an eschar followed by diffuse desiccation or 


either arterial or ventricular. 
is anemic, in the latter it is due to a relative insuffi- 
ciency of the auriculo-ventricular valves. 





| does not extend. 





these troubles have lasted some weeks or months, the 
second chief symptom, s/ruma, is developed, slowly 
or rapidly, often within the course of a few days. 
Its usual form is that of a swelling of soft clastic 
consistency, distributed uniformly over the whole 
thyroid gland. Very rarely, the struma appears 
before the palpitation, still more rarely, it is wholly 
absent—according to v. Dasch, in three cases out 
of fifty-eight. The size of the tumor is subject to 
frequent changes under various conditions—above all, 
pregnancy ; but there isa permanent augmentation 


| in the volume of the body, below which the decrease 


If the hand be laid the 
swollen thyroid, a peculiar sensation, like that de- 
rived from stroking a purring cat—/rémissement 
cataire—is felt with every systole of the heart, and a 


over 


_ bellows murmur is heard when the ear is applied to 


the part. 

The exophthalmos is almost without exception dilat- 
eral. Sometimes it is wholly wanting; at other times it 
is the only cardinal symptom, in which case it is asso- 
ciated with other sorts of general disturbances, A 
case is recorded by Dr. Burney Yeo in which, with 
profuse perspiration and diarrhea, the 
exophthalmos implicated the left eye only, whilst the 
right side of the thyroid was enlarged. It is almost 
always accompanied by a phenomenon first observed 
by v. Graefe and due to disturbed innervation of 
Miiller’s unstriped orbital muscles: The upper lid 
loses its power lo move in harmony with the eyeball in 
the act of looking down, ‘The pathognomonic value 
of this sign is not conceded by Ziemssen, although he 
In consequence of this dimin- 


constant 


changes in the nerve substance, produced by a 
stretching and progressive elongation of the ciliary 


_and optic nerves, the organ of vision, according to 


Professor Dianoux, suffers both nutritive and fune- 
has been commonly supposed. Among these changes 
he enumerates conjunctivitis ; paralysis of the ciliary 
muscles, or accommodative asthenopia ; mydriasis ; 
paralytic dilatation of the vascular walls; neuro- 


| paralytic keratitis; neuro-irido-choroiditis, besides 


various lesions of the retina and optic nerve. In bad 
~ases the disturbance of nutrition is so severe that 
the cornea first loses its sensibility, on its surface dry 
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even perforation, These ocular disturbances are more 
common in men than in women, In my own ex- 
perience I have observed one case of posterior staph- 
yloma with excessive exophthalmos affecting both 
eyes, and a single case of myopic astigmatism, both 
of which, while co-existing with exophthalmic goitre, 
might, of course, have occurred independently. 

Other minor symptoms add greatly to the distress 
of the patient. Thus there is usually cough, nausea, 
cwdema of the extremities, increase of temperature, 
and profuse sweat. Sweating upon one side was 
observed to coincide with contraction of the corres- 
ponding pupil, and a case of hyperidrosis with struma 
and hypertrophy of the left ventricle. Im conjunc- 
tion with exophthalmic goitre, Dr, Bulkley has de- 
scribed two cases of urticaria ; Leube, a case of slight 
cutaneous scleroma of the face and hands, ‘Trous- 
seau has seen vitiligo, and the writer has seen one 
ease in which vitiligo was very marked, especially 
upon the backs of the hands and fingers. Occasional 
hemorrhage may take place from the nose, lungs or 
bowels. Emotional excitability is always increased ; 
sleep is generally disturbed and insufficient ; there 
are headache, vertigo and tinnitus aurium. This 
last was a very annoying symptom in several of my 
cases, and for some reason it was always confined to 
the right side, and was intermittent in character, 
Anemia is generally the predominant physical con- 
dition, although this rule is not without striking 
exceptions, ‘* Most of the women ” (says Trousseau) 
**who have Graves’ disease suffer from amenorrhea. 
In the beginning menstruation is only disturbed, but 
it is after a time entirely suppressed, and hopes of a 
favorable issue are not to be entertained until this 
function is completely re-established. The amenor- 
rhea is accompanied by leucorrhea, which is some- 
times very profuse, and thus increases the tendency 
to debility.” The disease rarely occurs beyond the 
climacteric period, but may continue far beyond this 
time. 

Catarrhal laryngitis recurrens complicated one of 
my cases, and the symptoms were severe enough to 
be taken for croup, which of course it was not, al- 
though quite alarming as well as painful to the 
patient. 


The progress of the disease often develops changes 
Ss ] : 


in the heart ; the permanently increased labor exacted 
of this organ leads to dilatation of both ventricles 
and compensating hypertrophy, and a disturbance in 
the compensation may at a later time hasten the 
fatal issue 
often shortens life considerably. Death may fol- 
low upon an increase of all the symptoms, some- 
times speedily with great cerebral disturbance, or it 
may ensue slowly from gradual failure of all the 


powers. 
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The disease or its complications very | 
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| Russell (‘‘ Ophthalmic Review,” November and 


| December, 1883) has published an instructive series 
_of observations on exophthalmic goitre, based upon 
twenty-three cases. In six cases general nervous de- 
rangement was absent or not mentioned, but in 
fifteen it was of a decided character, and in eight of 
the fifteen it overshadowed the other symptoms. 
In one patient passionate irritability, great willful- 
ness, and hysterical outbursts were combined with 
obstinate sleeplessness. ‘The phenomena presented 
by the other cases varied somewhat, but were of an 
urgent character in all; excessive morbid irritability 
was the most common symptom; general tremor, 
dislike of strangers, obstinacy, depression and hypo- 
chondriasis, and loss of self-control, were all present. 
In seven cases the disorder was of the same character, 
but less severe. In six patients emaciation attained 
a very advanced stage, in some of them with remark- 
able rapidity. In one case emaciation made such 
alarming progress as to reduce the patient almost to 
a skeleton in the course of six weeks; the appetite 
was capricious, but the patient did not refuse food ; 
| recovery from this state of attenuation, when once 
it set in, was even more remarkable from its rapidity ; 
and during its progress the patient exhibited an 
equal degree of obesity with an inordinate appetite. 
In twelve patients, either no loss of flesh was experi- 
enced, or no mention is made of such an occurrence 
‘having taken place. No relation appears to have 
existed between the degree of nervous and nutritive de- 
rangement. Among the eight cases of severe neurotic 
disorder there were but three in which nutrition 
had been seriously depressed, while in four either 
nutrition had been unaffected, or no mention is made 
of any change of this character. The theory which 
explains the palpitation, the proptosis, and the goitre 





by disorder or disease of separate centres, is con- 
firmed by the fact, among others, of the marked 
other which these three 
Thus, of twenty- 


want of relation to each 
classes of symptoms often present. 
three cases of Graves’ disease, goitre was certainly 


absent or of questionable existence in six ; of these 





six cases palpitation was extreme in four and prop- 
tosis existed in a great degree in one, was absent in 
one, and was moderate in degree in the others. In 
four cases out of the twenty-three, proptosis was 
absent or its presence was not certain. In one of 
these four cases goitre was also absent, in, three it 
was of large size ; in three of the four cases palpita- 
tion was severe, in one it was of moderate character. 
The heart symptoms, specially caused by deranged 
action, were present in various degrees in all the 
twenty-three cases. There are also great differences 
| in the order with which the three symptoms of pal- 
| pitation, proptosis, and goitre make their appearance. 
In one of the four cases previously alluded to, in 
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which there was no evidence of sited, hele: 
mation was present, In three other cases the eye 
symptoms were chiefly, if not entirely, limited to an 


abnormal widening of the palpebral aperture ; in | 


two of these the heart symptoms were severe, in one 
the goitre was large. 

As to the theory of the disease, Ziemssen concludes 
that the few data of pathological anatomy have not 
given a decided result. THe must continue to uphold 
the neurotic theory, as a necessary postulate, while 
regarding the question of localization in definite 
centres of the nervous system as not yet solved, and 
at present unsolvable. Professor Pepper says: ‘¢ it 
is now universally recognized that while in some 
cases there is organic disease, a degeneration of the 
cells and fibres of the cervical ganglia of the sympa- 
thetic and cardiac plexus of nerves, the affection is, 
in a greater number of instances, due to impaire el 
functional activity of these centres dependant on de- 
pressing causes, and not associated with any positive 
organic lesion. ‘The depressing causes may be of an 
emotional character; but in a majority of cases the 
most fruitful source of exophthalmiec goitre is a con- 
dition of deranged nutrition, which produces anemia, 
and, with this, excessive sensibility of the nervous 
system. This dives se is frequently associated with 
gastro-intestinal catarrh, in which there is long- 
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| 


| character.” 





standing irritation of the peripheric filaments of the | 
pneumogastric and other nerves supplying the mu- | 


cous membrane of the stomach and intestines, and 
this irritation, by reflex action, affects the centres 
with which these nerves are connected—that is, the 
cervical ganglia of the sympathetic and the cardiac 
plexus. To this may be added irritation of the 
sexual organs. According to Edward Long Fox, 
exophthalmic goitre is not an independent disease, 
but is a group of symptoms, partly dependent on 
local lesions of the medulla oblongata, or the cer- 
vical cord, or the sympathetic, but partly occurring 
more or less in the course of severe neuroses, such as 
hysteria and the various psychoses. The protrusion 
of the eye-ball seems to depend on deposit of fat be- 
hind the eye-ball, and on venous hyperemia. The 
two chief sympathetic symptoms are goitre and the 
accelerated action of the heart; and both these 
phenomena are connected with paresis of the sympa- 
thetic rather than with irritation. The goitre seems 
wholly caused by enlargement and dilatation of the 
vessels in the thyroid. The arteries are tortuous and 
pulsating and the veins engorged. The temperature 
of the part is somewhat higher than of other parts of 
the body. The implication of the sympathetic is 
further shown by the perspiration so common in 
exophthalmic goitre, as well as by the occurrence of 
pigmentary disturbances. Most authors mention 
some change of color in the skin, pale or brown 
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setehen on the face or on the neck, sometimes pre- 
ceded by an eruption of an edematous or herpetic 
In some cases an herpetic eruption per- 
sists for a long time, after the assimilative 
powers have manifested their ability to add several 
pounds to the avoirdupois. ‘‘In the very few re- 
cases of definite recognizable lesion of the 


even 


corded 
cervical sympathetic in this disease, there has been 
absence of oculo-pupillary phenomena, It seems 
certain, therefore, that all the branches of the nerve 
are not considerably implicated, No morbid state of 
the cervical sympathetic could exist without some vaso- 
motor phenomena, some interference with the y 
cular tone of the facial this would 
render the tropho-neurosis of the fifth more certain 
in its course. ‘The position of the sympathetic in 
relation to exophthalmic goitre is important, often 
almost all-important, but in most cases secondary, 
affording the centripetal irritation in a reflex are.” 

Hammond is inclined to think that in the present 
state of our knowledge we are scarcely justified in 
locating exophthalmic goitre in the sympathetic ner- 
vous system, and that we are warranted in regarding 
it as an affection of the brain and medulla oblongata. 
Ile bases this opinion chiefly on the nature of the 
symptoms which constitute the disease, ‘* The dis- 
turbance of cardiac action, the cough, nausea, and 
protrusion of the eye-ball, indicate the pheumogastric 
nerves as the organs through which the pneumonia 
are manifested, and, if the enl: argement of the thy- 
roid gland shows yaso-motor disturbance, this can 
undoubtedly be produced from a lesion of the medulla 
oblongata as well as from one of the sympathetic. 
The absence of pupillary disturbance is one of the 
strongest circumstances against the hypothesis of 
sympathetic disorder. There is no evidence to show 
that either chlorosis or anemia have produced in 
their entirety the remarkable phenomena character- 
istic of Ciraves’ disease ; on the contrary, we see 
every day the most marked examples of both affec- 
tions without either thyroid hypertrophy or ocular 
prominence. Neither can it be regarded as due to 
an organic affection of the heart. The prominence 
of the eye-ball is chiefly caused by the contraction of 
Miiller’s orbito-ocular muscle by which action the eye 
is actively thrust forward.” 

Respecting the etiology of exophthalmie goitre but 
little can be stated with certainty. ‘The true 
cause of the disease,” says Solberg Wells, “and the 
nature of the connection between the affection of the 
heart, the thyroid gland and the eye, are at present 
unknown.” As already mentioned, the complaint is 
met with more frequently in women than in men, 
In the former it usually occurs between the ages of 
twenty and forty, while men are stated by Jaccoud to 
be more frequently affected after thirty years of age, 


Vias- 


vessels; and 
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and women under this age. Anemia cannot be | 
reckoned a primary factor, but is only a consecutive 
symptom. A neurotic predisposition is almost uni- 
versally influential in producing the disease. It has 
been known to arise in ¢ onsequence of accidental in- 
juries, such as blows on the head, etc., and has also 
been developed instantaneously by powerful emo- 
tional disturbance. Among the exciting causes, 
shock is probably the most eflicient, as was seen in a 
case from sudden chill from the use of cold water 
in checking the monthly flow. 

The diagnosis of this affection is most easily made 
out, and still many cases go unrecognized, The only 
case in which an error might be committed is where 
a person with anemia and over-action of the heart has 
ordinary goitre, and here the condition of the thy- 
roid will readily determine the point, as in such a 
patient it is enlarged but firm, it does not pulsate, 
there is no thrill, and it is not the seat of a hum. 
The additional facts that there are not the physical 
signs of organic lesion of the heart, notwithstanding 
its excessive action, and that the protrusion of the 
eye-balls is on both sides, and is unaccompanied by 
disturbance of the vision, will often in doubtful cases 
contribute to render the diagnosis certain. As a 
means of differentiating between the neurosis of 
irritation, produced mechanically by struma, and 
genuine Basedow’s disease, it should ‘likewise be re- 
marked that in the latter the exophthalmos is bilat- 
eral almost without exception, the pupillary symp- 
toms are absent, and the temperature of the meatus 
is either unchanged or shows a uniform elevation 
corresponding to that of the axilla. 

According to Ziemssen, the prognosis in exoph- 
thalmic goitre is unfavorable for the most part. 
The disease, however, is not often fatal, and our own 
experience inclines us rather to agree with Professor 
Pepper’s statement that ‘by far the larger propor- 
tion of patients can be benefited and even cured by 
treatment, It is only when the disease of the heart, 
or of the kidneys, or of the vaso-motor nerves, is or- 
ganic and deeply seated, or when the secondary 
changes in the liver, spleen and kidneys develop to a 
marked extent, that an unfavorable termination may 
be expected.” 

In the ¢reatment of this affection, rest in bed, 
varied with a graduated amount of out-door exercise, 
is usually the ideal regimen. In the next place, the 
diet should be carefully restricted, and should con- 
sist principally of milk and stale bread, with a little 
meat once a day. One of my patients became an 
almost incessant eater of ice, because of the relief to 
the symptoms which it gave. 

Internal remedies must be selected, of course, in 
accordance with the individualities of the patients. 
The great majority, owing to gastro-intestinal irrita- 
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tion, nen spittin for onkeul food, rye in some cases 
it disagrees when taken. These, so far my ex- 
perience goes, must have iron in some form, and the 
dialyzed iron of Wyeth has done me the best of ser- 
vice. I may say, in this connection, that I never 
prescribe iron when there is appetite for meat, and it 
seems to agree, The administration should be con- 
tinued until the appetite returns to its normal con- 
dition, 


as 


One of the most prominent symptoms of exoph- 
thalmiec goitre is irregularity in the action of the 


heart, and when we find this accompanied by a feeble 
pulse, as is often the case, even during palpitation, 


there is no remedy which does such excellent. ser- 
vice as digitalis. 

Both iron and digitalis generally require to be con- 
tinued for a long time, probably not less than six 
weeks, 

Strychnia is often indicated, and clears up through 
its wonderful nerve-toning power many unpleasant 
symptoms—such as the insomnia, particularly during 
the early morning hours, the vertigo (a frequent 
symptom), the constipation, with urging to stool, and 
the indigestion. (Ign.) 

Vegetable charcoal often relieves the unpleasant 
eructations, with burning in the stomach, parox- 
ysmal cramps, worse when lying down, and icy cold- 
ness of the pallid skin. 

I have used rhus toxicodendron with marked bene- 
fit in a number of cases, especially those traceable to 
traumatic causes, and in which the patie: ‘s were 
susceptible to the influence of damp weather, with 
nocturnal aggravations, anxiety and_ restlessness. 

The various compounds of potassium have been 
landed by many in the treatment of this affection, 
particularly the bromides, but I can speak from ex- 
perience only of the carbonate. This latter has 
changed the appearance of the milky-white skin in 
such as were inclined to obesity, has removed the 
herpetic eruption so often found upon the face, and 
has relieved the insomnia, the starting as if in fright 
from sleep, so common in these cases, the constipa- 
tion characterized by the passage of white mucus— 
another frequent symptom—and the peevish irrita- 
bility of persons easily startled by touch or noise. 

Many report good results from the use of bella- 
donna, owing, probably to the stimulus it exercises 
the sympathetic. 

The throbbing 
toms from lying down and other 
guide us more surely in its selection. 

The cervical symptoms may be directly treated by 
galyanization, the rules for which are concisely stated 
as follows, by Dr. Chvosteck : 

(1.) The ascending constant current applied to the 


carotids, the aggravation of symp- 
symptoms would 


& 
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cervical sympathetic, on each side, for at the most | 


one minute; (2) the same to the spinal cord (the 
anode at about the fifth dorsal spine, the cathode 
high up in the cervical region); (3) through the oc- 
ciput (one pole at cach mastoid process), and in cer- 
tain cases also through the temples—a constant cur- 
rent, for, at the longest, one minute, and so weak 
that the patient can feel but the slightest sensation 
of burning. Sometimes, also, local galvanization of 
the thyroid gland with a weak constant current for 
about four minutes, the current to be reversed at the 
end of each minute. It is desirable to apply the 
treatment daily for awhile, and improvement is nat- 
urally slow. 

Wells locates the positive at the auriculo-maxillary 
fossa, while he moves the negative gently over the 
closed eyelids and afterwards over the goitre. Ile 


| 
| 
| 
| 





uses six to ten cells for the eye, eight to fourteen for | 
the goitre, and continues the current for from one | 


and a half to two minutes. To galvanize the cervical 
ganglia he places the positive at the auriculo-maxil- 
lary fossa, and the negative over the sixth or seventh 
cervical vertebra, or over the manubrium sterni, 

Dr. Roberts Bartholow has cured several cases of ex- 
ophthalmic goitre by persistent galvanization of the 
cervical sympathetic. 
parotid fossa, behind the angle of the jaw, and the 
other on the epigastrium. The sitting lasts five, ten or 
fifteen minutes. The pulse is lowered and the ocular 
prominence diminished immediately. The cure is not 
cifected at a single sitting ; but the author feels justi- 
fied in asserting that all non-complicated cases can be 
completely relieved in this way. The internal ad- 
ministration of digitalis or ergot will be found 
advantageous. 


For the vitiligo, often an annoying and obstinate: 


concomitant of this complaint, Dr. Bulkley prescribes 
the following, which I have never used : 


i Hydrargyri chlor. corrosivi.............. gr. V-Xxx 
Ammonii chloridi purificati........... 22... 3 ss. 
Misturw amygdalw amar..................- iv. 


M. et ft. lotio. 
UsE:—A stimulant and absorbent in pigmentary conditions. 


Ile places one electrode in the | 


Among local measures for the relief of the exoph- | 


thalmos, Dianoux places most reliance upon com- 
pression of the eye-ball by means of a cushion of 
elastic wadding, which is worn at night only, when it 
is kept in place by a thin rubber band. For the re- 
traction of the upper eyelid, v. Graefe was, at first, 
in the habit of recommending tarsoraphia, but after- 
yards preferred partial tenotomy of the levator pal- 
pebree superioris. 
incomplete ptosis, which diminishes considerably dur- 


| 


the advantage of being of far more nutritive value, 


The result of the operation is an | 


ing the first few weeks, the remainder just neutral- | 


izing the retraction of the upper lid which had pre- 
viously existed. 
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Hot water, contrary to iron, is not well borne by 
patients who cannot take meat, but such as can take 
animal food are much benefited by taking a pint of 
water as hot as it can be sipped one hou? before break- 
fast, and two and one-half hours after each meal, 
making in all four times per day, and in bulk equal 
to two quarts. 

The following amusing letter was sent me by a 
gentleman who was under the meat and hot water 
treatment at the time it was written : 

New York, Jan. 6, 1885. 
My Dear Doctor: 

* * * Have adhered with commendable closeness to the 
puritanical fare you imposed on me. Have been regularly in 
hot water—or hot water has gone into me—four times daily, 
until I feel like the survivor of a deep-draught Baptist revi- 
Am wondering when I shall sprout fins and 
However, | 


val conference, 
become a fit subject for life in an aquarium. 
don’t dislike it, and rejoice to think the stuff has no intoxi- 
eating or ‘‘ next morning ” qualities, Have gone on with the 
food much better than I expected when I began. I count the 
days when my probation is to end and I can skirmish again 
near the edges of the flesh pots of Egypt. Have occasionally 
embraced the oyster in simple forms, dallied with plain soups, 
and have even taken a slice of turkey or duck to my bosom, 
I look weepingly on mince pies, but refrain, I sigh over the 
departed glories of stewed terrapin and the unctuous soup of 
green turtle ; I bow in sadness as I con the bill of fare and 
remember the many forbidden fruits—not to mention veg- 
etables and meats—that appear there. But, with the spirit of 
the Covenanters, I order only plain beef and mutton and 
grieve that man was born of woman and the woman beguiled 
him with kidneys. 

Look forme some morning, and be prepared to hear my 
story. Yours as always, 

* * * 


Rudisch’s sareo-peptones are well borne by the 
stomach, oftentimes when other animal food will not 
be tolerated. As is well known, this preparation is 
an extract of digested beef, and is ready for assimila- 
tion without the effort of digestion by the stomach in 
which it is placed. 

The Leube-Rosenthal solution of beef, by Rudiseh, 
is an excellent article in cases in which, for any rea- 
son, liquids are preferable to solids, and in which the 
functions of digestion are equal to the labor it im- 
poses, This preparation, as is well known, is simply 
the beef in solution and only partly digested, Its 
taste is much like the home-made beef tea, and it has 

Johnston’s Fluid Beef is an extract of beef satu- 
rated with the finely-powdered fibre of the beef itself, 
All 


these preparations are of service in particular cases, 


and is consequently desirable as a nutrient 


and any one of them may be required to be added to 
the usual diet, even when it is a reasonably full one, 
when it is deemed best to push it to the utmost. 1 
have patients who have taken as bigh as four and 
a half pounds of fresh meat in twenty-four hours, and 
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Leube’s solution in addition, in quantity equal to one 
pound, and continued it for a long time—including 
the two quarts of hot water—with great benefit. 

In cases in* which meat cannot be taken, for any 
reason, milk and the cereals have to be brought into 
requisition. Hot milk (not boiled) has done excel- 
lent service, particularly where there is tendency to 
diarrha@a, Jordan’s Oat Food and Grainlet are excel- 
lent representatives of the class of cereals—the latter 
particularly if the bowels are inclined to be consti- 
pated—and as nutrients stand high in the: dietetic 
scale, 

Chamomilla is a most excellent intercurrent for the 
relief of the peevish irritability so common in some 
of these cases, Cactus grandiflorus is useful in quiet- 
ing the turbulent irregularity of the heart’s action, 
especially when there is present the characteristic 
sensation of constriction. Gelsemium, both theo- 
retically and practically, will meet those cases in 
which the restlessness is manifested by a constant de- 
sire to be on the move, and particularly when accom- 
panied with neuralgia, Spongia is of service in the 
laryngeal complication with insatiable appetite and 
insomnia. Cimicifuga and liliam tigrinum when 
uterine difficulties exist, the former characterized 
especially by its occipital pain extending upward. 

Iodine, with its insatiable appetite in a strumous 
diathesis, with a tendency to emaciation ;  nitro- 
glycerine—the wave-like pulsations which seem to 
flash up from the stomach and nearly drive the pa- 
tient distracted. Nitrate of amyl and ammonia may 
also be thought of in this connection. 

The various preparations of Peruvian bark are 
sometimes of great service in toning upa system which 
has become debilitated by the loss of animal fluids 
Seeale proved very useful in 





and from other causes, 
one of my cases in which there was menorrhagia with 
dyspnoea so great that all outdoors would not relieve. 
And last, but not least, to be mentioned in this eate- 
gory, is that wonderful alterative, sulphur, whose 
curative virtues were scarcely known until its admin- 
istration in small doses revealed them. 

As an intercurrent, it is most valuable when the 
characteristic gastro-intestinal indications call for it. 

In conclusion, I must admit that no curable 
chronic disease requires more careful discrimination 
in the selection of medicines than the one under con- 
sideration ; and there surely is none in which the re- 
lief, when it comes, is more marked and more wel- 
come to all concerned. 





PREVENTION OF BorLs.—Dr. Sieven, of St. Petersburg, says 
that if the skin be superficially scraped with a small knife, so 
that a drop or two of blood may be pressed through the epi- 
dermis, as soon as the peculiar pricking or stabbing sensation 
and slight induration announce the commencement of a boil, 
it. will not be further developed. 











| upwards, and are thus fastened with 





THE ST. LOUIS GYNAPOD, OR GERMAN LEG-BRACES 
OF FRITSCH. 
IMPROVED BY 
T. GriswoLp Comstock, M.A., M.D., 
Master in Obstetrics of the University of Vienna ; 
Sr. Lours. 


IN gynecological operations the surgeon is often 
not a little embarrassed on account of difficulties in 
exposing properly the vaginal walls and portio vagi- 
nalis uteri, ‘lo overcome this and do away with as- 
sistants who cannot hold the limbs in position, or 
retract the vagina and perineum satisfactorily, I have 
devised an improved gynapod or examining rest, a cut 
of which is here exhibited. 

This gynapod, as improved, consists of a set of ad- 
justable leg-braces that support the limbs of the 
patient comfortably when lying in the ano-dorsal 
position, By their use the whole weight of the 
thighs and legs are lifted upwards, off from the pel- 
vis, and, by a simple device, a fixed perineal speculum 
or retractor may be made available, so that the sur- 
geon can conveniently sit before the patient and 
operate with the greatest case to himself and com- 
paratively little discomfort to the patient. This ap- 
paratus I have used for more than two years and can 
recommend it not only for the minor operations 
upon the vagina, uterus and urethra, but more es- 
pecially for the more important operations—in 


operations for rupture of the perineum, laceration of 


the cervix, vesico-vaginal fistula, cystocele, recto- 
cele, ete. 

But its use is not confined to gynecological sur- 
gery; it will be found a great desideratum for the 
surgeon proper; in lithotomy it exposes the peri- 
neum better than when the hands and feet are tied ; 
also in fistula in ano, in anal fissure, in operations 
for piles, in the removal of foreign bodies from the 
bladder, rectum or uterus, and lastly it will be found 
especially practical in the removal of caruncles of 
the urethra. 

We will suppose a patient to be placed on the back 
(ano-dorsal position) ; the leg-braces represented in 
the cut are equivalent to rectangular rods (although 
gradually curved at the angles), dropped into the two 
upright standards, which are made of gas pipe, and 
may be fastened to a table or a gynecological chair 
by means of simple clamps, screwed to the table or 
chair ; the rectangular rods are provided with adjust- 
able cushioned bands for the limbs to rest in. The 
rods may be raised or lowered and turn outwards or 
a screw to suit 
the convenience of the operator. 

When the female patient is in 
Simon’s adjustable gutter speculum, 
cut, may be introduced, and is held 


this position a 
as shown in the 
in position by a 
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small clamp also screwed to the table—this speculum 
is a perineal retractor the same as Sims’ ; or a Boze- 
man’s vaginal speculum may be used, which is a 
vaginal retractor and very practical. This last named 
speculum is self-retaining, and may be conveniently 
introduced so that the screw is placed upwards, and 
rests upon the mons veneris, and is especially recom- 
mended in operating for the removal of caruncles of 
the urethra. 





Tue Str. Louris Gynapop, 


OR GERMAN LEG-BRACES OF FRITSCH, 

In minor operative procedures upon the uterus, 
e.g., intra-uterine applications, removal of polypi, 
etc., an ordinary bivalve speculum may be employed. 
In vesico-vaginal fistula, when the gynapod is used, 
the anterior wall of the vagina will be situated di- 
rectly opposite to the operator, and he can freshen 
easily the fistulous margins of the rent, and then 
insert his sutures with much greater facility and 
accuracy than when the patient is placed, as is 
usual, in the lateral position, or on her hands and 
knees. 


We repeat the assertion that, in the use of these 
improved leg-braces, the position on the back is 
much easier for the patient, and an operation can be 
completed in about half the time that it can be done 
without them. Where is the gynwcologist who has 
not been embarrassed and worried by the inefficiency 
of his assistants who frequently become tired them- 
selves, while supporting the limbs, and sometimes | 
when the operation is prolonged, wiil case themselves 
by unduly pressing or even resting upon the patient? | 

In gynecological operations, it is fortunate for 
both operator and patient (and it can be done by the 
use of this gynapod) to be able to dispense with as- | 





sistants, other than the one who administers the 
anesthetic and the nurse. 

When using the leg-braces, the patient’s thighs are 
fixed, the flexion of the knees is permanent, and the 
patient cannot extend or straighten the limbs so as 
to confuse the operator, Let any physician try this 
device once, and he will be delightfully surprised to 
find that many of the difficulties incident to gynezco- 





logical operations are very much lessened. 

I will take this occasion to add, that for 
the past three years, I have, in most of my 
plastic operations, employed silk-worm gut 
sutures, instead of silver wire. The silk- 
worm gut can be much more easily intro- 
duced and managed than silver wire, and I 
am pleased to quote the high authority of 
Dr. Bantock of London, who ** uses them 
exclusively,” and recommends them as 
** more practical than silver wire on account 
of their flexibility, producing no irritation 
and being non-absorbent."* 

Ciynecologists who have found great ad- 
vantages in the left semi-prone position of 
Sims’, may not see the practicability of 
placing their patients on the back ; but with 
the leg-braces it will be found to be an 
improvement. 
dorsal) position is the one the late Professor 
Simon adopted in his clinic at Heidelberg 
for his operations as far back as 1862. It 
was his custom to completely flex the thigh 


This ano-dorsal (or gluteo- 


backwards, the legs being held by assistants so that 


the knees were supported, resting almost over the 
lower margin of the mammary glands; by this 
exaggerated flexion of the limbs, the orifice of the 
vulva is raised above the table and is directly vis @ 
vis to the operator. 

When using the gynapod the pelvis should be 
elevated by placing a cushion under the sacrum, and 


the head raised a little by letting it rest upon a pil- 
| low, and now the practitioner by the aid of the im- 


proved leg-braces can avail himself of Simon’s posi- 
tion without the aid of trusty and expert assistants. 
If these leg-braces, as improved, shall be of service 


| to practitioners, and especially to those in country 


practice who cannot procure expert assistants, I 
shall be greatly gratified and more than repaid for 
placing them before the profession. 


Messrs. G. Tiemann & Co., No. 67 Chatham 


| Street, New York, have manufactured this gynapod 


after my directions, and it may be obtained from 
them. 


—In asthmatic affections, Prof. Bartholow says the inhala- 
tion of iodide of ethyl] is of great utility. 


* Rupture of the Female Perinwum.’’ by George Granville Bantock, 
M.D., F.R.C.8., 


London, J. & A. Churchill, page 28. 
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SOMETHING ABOUT MALARIA. 
By J. N. Tinpen, A.M., M.D., PeexskIL, N. Y. 


THE widespread prevalence of malarial disease in- 
vests the subject with unusual interest to the physi- 
cian. Malaria is an unseen foe which may enter the 
human system without warning of its presence and 
give rise to such varying and numerous disturbances 
that none can tell where is its beginning or where 
itsend. Theory after theory has been brought for- 
ward to account for its 
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the exhalation of malaria. It will also show that 
the origin of malaria in the locality hereafter 
described was from an adjacent marsh. The ac- 
companying map represents the hamlet of Ver- 
planks and vicinity in the northern part of West- 
chester County, N. Y. The permanent population 
of this place is about twelve hundred, which is 
increased during the summer months to fifteen 
hundred by laborers employed upon the various brick- 
yards, ‘These brick-yards lie along the shore of the 
river, as shown by the map, while the greater portion 





origin and its manifes- 
tations, but none is 
entirely satisfactory. 
Nevertheless our 
knowledge of malaria 
is gradually growing. 
We know much more 
than we did a few 
years ago, and future 
knowledge will surely 
be gained. This will 
come not from theo- 
rizing but by the care- 
ful and systematic col- 
lection of such facts in 
reference to the phe- 
nomena of malaria as 
are found to be beyond 
question. 

The observations 
of single individuals 
(sporadic observations, 
if you please) are of 
unquestioned value, 
but collective investi- 
gation, extended over 
wide areas and syste- 
matically persisted in 
for several years, seems 
to be the most certain 
method for practical 
and sure progress. If 
a careful record of 


























facts embracing all 
that could be said posi- 
tively in reference to the origin and manifestations 
of malaria could be made by competent men and ex- 
tended over a term of years, the sum total of such 
observations would form a compend of the highest 
value. 

The single noticeable and practical fact which it is 
the principal object of this paper to record does not 
convey any new information. It only emphasizes 
a fact already known, viz., t .at water will prevent 


of the inhabited part of the town lying between the 
Hudson on the north and west, and the ‘fresh 
water” on the south, lies upon a plateau from 100 to 
150 feet above tide water. The soil is sand and 
gravel overlying clay beds, and underneath all, at 
irregular depths and in places cropping out, are lime- 
stone and mica schist. The prevailing winds in sum- 
mer are from the south,thus favoring the conveyance of 
malarial germs to the inhabited portion of the locality. 



























































April, 1885. | TILDEN: SOMETHING ABOUT MALARLA. 9 


A medical census was taken among one hundred | tants anywhere along the Hudson River valley. Sev- 
families living in various parts of the village, and | eral brick manufacturers inform me that formerly 
although in some instances the record may not be | twenty-five per cent. of their laborers suffered from 
perfect, yet it is approximately correct. For a period | chills and fever during the summer period of its 
of five years prior to the construction of the lake of | greatest prevalence, so that it often was a serious 
‘* fresh water,” in one hundred families 297 cases of | matter with them to keep their brick-yards suffi- 
intermittent fever.are reported. During the first five | ciently manned as not to interfere materially with 
years subsequent to the formation of the lake we find | their manufacturing. Since the construction of the 
lake there has been no inconvenience of this sort. In 


50 cases in the same families, only one-sixth as many, 
and these figures do not represent the real percentage | fact, the flooding of this marsh with a permanent 
of improvement, as many of the fifty cases reported as | body of water has prevented the exhalation of the 
occurring after the lake was built were due to the | malarial germs, and thus abated the diseases they pro- 
continuance of the disease in cases previously poisoned, | duce more successfully than the same object has else- 
Further investigation developed the fact that from | where been attained in any locality, so far as my 
the year 1853 up to 1872, a period of about twenty | knowledge extends. 

years, twenty-five per cent. of the population suffered | About one mile south from the lake after crossing 
from well-defined malarial disease—-either remittent or | a level tract of elevated land is found another marsh, 
intermittent fevers—every summer, the largest pro- | shown on the lower portion of the map. This marsh, 
portion of sickness occurring during the months of | like the one at Verplanks, is but partly submerged by 
July, August and September. It is found that, com- | water at the highest tides. Near this marsh are three 
brick-yards, and close by are the dwellings and 
boarding houses for two or three hundred people, and 


paring various years, there was quite a difference in 
the prevalence and severity of malarial diseases, but 
in no one year between the dates above mentioned | we find here in this vicinity the same exuberant 
was the subsidence of the disease sufficient to relieve | prevalence of malarial disease as existed at Verplanks 
the inhabitants from its annual return in nearly | prior to the flooding of the marsh. Very few families 
every family, in some form, to one or more members, | residing near, escape having one or more members of 
It was the exception to escape an annual visitation. | their household suffer from malarial disease every 
In one year the single small drug store which sup- | summer, 

plied the place with a portion only of its drugs sold We are inevitably led to the conclusion that in the 
177 ounces of quinine, but this does not represent | instances here cited the prevalence of malarial dis- 
the entire amount of quinine used. There is no resi- | ease is due to exhalation from the marshes. At Ver- 
dent physician and nearly all the prescriptions direct- | planks the formation of a lake covering the entire 
ed by physicians in attendance would be procured at | marsh and its margins up to dry ground has 
been the means of preventing those malarial diseases 


the nearest village, four miles distant. 
Attention is asked to that part of the accompanying | which previously were endemic. In this particular 
map designated “fresh water.” During the years | locality, then, we have found the origin of a large 
above mentioned when fevers were so prevalent, this | proportion of the intermittent and remittent fevers, 
lake was no lake, but a low undrained marsh, about | and the remedy has been applied. The natrce of the 
eighty acres in extent, covered with coarse grass and | poison remains a mystery. In many localities the 
bogs. At the highest tides about fifteen acres of this | origin of the malarial germ is much more difficult to 
marsh would be covered with the brackish water | trace and the remedy unknown, but little by little 
from the Hudson River. In 1872 the road leading | the problem will finally be solved, 
between the river and the marsh was built higher One item concerning the treatment of malaria 


occurs to me as of interest in this connection. While 
collecting the facts set forth in this paper, the ques- 


and cemented on the Jand side in order to retain 
the fresh water and flood the marsh. This was sue- 
cessfully accomplished and a fresh water lake was | tion was asked among one hundred families : ** What 
formed which covered all the marshy land and ex- os 


medicine did you take?” and the answer in nearly 
tended far enough above its margins to cover ninety- | every instance was ‘quinine ”—many patients tak- 
six acres in all, ing it upon their own responsibility and without any 

The result of this work upon the prevalence of 
malaria in the adjoining hamlet of Verplanks has | A few replied, ‘‘ physician’s prescription, but it was 
been most remarkable. Since the construction of | nothing but quinine.” Some few cures were reported 
this lake, twelve years ago, there has been no marked | with quack medicines and still fewer with boneset 
prevalence of malarial fevers. There have been occa- | (Hupatorium perf.). The universality of the use of 
sional cases, it is true, but probably fewer than are | quinine was very interesting, as tending to throw some 
found at any place of the same number of inhabi- | light upon the vexed question of the alleged injurious 


advice as to time and method for its administration. 
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after-effects of quinine, but among all these cases no 


individual could be found who showed symptoms of | 


drug disease or impaired health directly due to the qui- 
nine which had been so freely taken. Yet I do not 
aver that such cases do not exist. It only appears 
that quinine is not universally and invariably pro- 
ductive of baneful after-effects, as some medical pessi- 
mists would have us believe. 


CLINIQUE. 


THE TREATMENT OF SYPHILIS BY MERCURY INJEC- 
TED HYPODERMICALLY.* 








By Dr. L. MARTINEAU, 
Physician to the Hopital de Lourcine. 


ProressoR ScARENZIO, of Pavia, in 1854, used 
calomel hypodermically suspended in glycerine. This 
method was adopted by many Italian syphilograph- 
ers: Ambrosoli, of Milan; Ricordi, Monteforti, Sor- 
esina, and Bertarelli. Recently a Russian physician, 
Georg Smirnoff, has used calomel, modifying Scaren- 
zio’s formula, He employed a solution containing 
one gramme of calomel to ten grammes of glycerine, 
each injection containing eighteen centigrammes of 
calomel. Scarenzio also modified his original for- 
mula; he employs the following solution : 

Calomel....... 10-15 centigrammes., 
(ium Arabic powder........ 5 grammes. 
Distilled water............. 1 a 

In 1866, Berkeley Hill employed in England, injec- 
tions of one milligramme of corrosive sublimate. 

In 1868, G, Lewin, of Berlin, used injections of 
the sublimate, to which he added morphine to relieve 
the pain from the injection, In France, MM. 
Hardy and Diday used injections of the sublimate, 
following the method of Berkeley Hill and Lewin, 
They gave it up, however, on account of the cuta- 
neous and subcutaneous lesions produced. 

Liégeois, in 1869, employed the following solution : 


ee ey 


Distilled water..........sc.00- 90 grammes. 
Corrosive Sublimate........... 20 centigrammes. 
Muriate of Morphine... ....... 10 = 


Kach injection contained two milligrammes of the 
sublimate. 
Aimé Martin, in 1868, used injections of the bin- 
iodide of mercury and potash. ILis solution was : 
Biniodide of Mercury and Potash. .40 centigrammes. 
Muriate of Morphine.............. 5 " 
Distilled water................ ..1C grammes, 
Bricheteau preferred the sodium to the potassium, 
and gave the following formula : 
The Double Iodide of— 
Mercury and Sodium ..1 gramme, 50 centigrammes. 
Distilled water... ...100 grammes, 


wt presented to the International Medical Congress, at Copenhagen, 





In 1872, following the teachings of M. Mialhe, 
who had shown tl at subcutaneous injections of bi- 
chloride of mercury can only be absorbed in the 
presence of albuminoids, albumen was added to the 
bichloride solutions, Staub’s formula was the follow- 
ing : 

Corrosive Sublimate....1 gramme, 25 centigrammes. 
Chloride of Ammonium.1 - ae - 


Chloride of Sodium. ....1 “ag 15 x 
White of Egg....... -.-No. 1. 
Distilled water......... 150 grammes. 


Bamberger replaced the white of egg by a peptone 
carefully prepared and chemically pure. His solution, 
in a Pravaz syringe containing one gramme, repre- 
sented one centigramme of the sublimate. It was 
employed by Zeissl, Neumann, Van Rinecker, and 
in France, by Terrillon. Later, my excellent col- 
league of the Lourcine Hospital employed a solution 
of the biniodide prepared by the learned French phar- 
maceutist, M. Yvon. The following is the formula : 


Biniodide of Mercury ........... 1 gramme. 
Iodide of Potassium.... ...... «1 2 
Tribasic Phosphate of Soda .. ... 2 grammes. 
Distilled water............ ...-- ad 50 ce. 


Notwithstanding the perfecting of these various 
mercurial preparations, their hypodermic use was 
abandoned, especially in France, on account of the 
local lesions produced, the stomatitis and the gas- 
tro-intestinal disorders, 

In 1881, I determined to make some new trials, 
persuaded that this method of treatment was the 
best. I was assisted by the eminent pharmaceutist 
of Paris, M. Delpech, who placed at my disposal a 
mercurial solution free from the objectionable quali- 
ties in the other preparations. 

lo prepare hypodermic solutions containing ten 
milligrammes of the sublimate, a concentrated solu- 
tion was made, called the normal solution, with the 
following formula : 

Peptone in the dry powder of Catillon....9 grammes, 
Chloride of Ammonium (pure)........... 9 o 
Corrosive Sublimate......... 

This is dissolved in— 

ye errr rere eee 
ree ee eee 24 ° 


DD) 


72 grammes. 


Five grammes of this solution diluted with twenty- 
five grammes of distilled water gives us a hypodermic 


| solution, containing in a Pravaz syringe of a capacity 


of one gramme, ten milligrammes of the sublimate. 

With this solution, from 1881 up to to-day, that is 
to say, three years and a half, I have treated in the 
hospital and in private practice, about 4,000 cases of 
syphilis, and have made about 100,000 injections. 

These injections with this solution have been 
exempt from all bad effects provided the following 
precautions were taken : 

1. The solution must be absolutely neutral. 
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2. The canula must be fine and the point well 
sharpened. 

3. The canula must penetrate deeply into the sub- 
cutaneous cellular tissue. 

4. The lateral wall of the thorax should be selec- 
ted. 

The observations made on the diabetic and syphili- 
tic patient reported in my “ Lecons sur la Thérapeu- 
tique de la Syphilis, is a proof of the innocuousness 
of these injections with this patient—in fact, I injee- 
ted every day for two months ten milligrammes of 
the sublimate without the least inflammatory or gan- 
grenous sequel. 

These injections caused no acute pain even when 
practiced for two months consecutively. It rarely 
happened, in hardly twenty cases among the four 
thousand treated, that any appreciably painful symp- 
toms followed. When the patient was very sensi- 
tive, or where the subcutaneous cellular tissue was 
close, the liquid could not be diffused, but collec- 
ted and compressed the nervous elements, produc- 
ing acute pain for several hours, so that on the 
following days the injections could not be continued. 

Finally, these injections have never caused mer- 
curial stomatitis, salivation or gastro-intestinal trou- 
bles, although the daily dose has been ten milli- 
grammes of the sublimate and continued two months. 

To show the superiority of this treatment over all 
others, it suffices to recall case No. 172 of my first 
memoir, where we have a young man suffering from 
the gravest form of syphilis, unable to take the 
smallest dose of mercury by the stomach or by 
inunection without symptoms of mercurial poisoning, 
rapidly cured of syphilitic uleers covering the face 
and portions of the body by hypodermic injections 
continued two months. 

If mercurial stomatitis or salivation did follow the 
hypodermic injections, there existed at the time in- 
flammation of the gums or an alveolar periostitis, or 
an inflammation of the buccal mucous membrane 
produced by alcohol or tobacco. Barring these con- 
ditions, which existed in eight or ten cases of mercu- 
rial stomatitis among the four thousand cases treated 
by this method, this accident was unknown. 

Uleerations of the soft palate, of the palatine arch, 
pharynx, nose, skin, anus and vulva, were completely 
cicatrized in fifteen days on an average. 

Erythematous and papular syphilis of the larynx 
were more quickly cured, all symptoms disappearing 
after the twelfth injection. Cerebral and cerebro- 
spinal symptoms, where the treatment was begun 
surly, promptly yielded. The same results followed 
in the eye lesions, whether in the iris, choroid, or 
retina. Cases of pregnancy went to term and were 
delivered of infants free from syphilitic symptoms. 














With the aid of my excellent interne, M. Hamonic, 
and of my pupil in pharmacy, M. Ormezzano, I have 
made these researches, which are incorporated in my 
Lecons sur la Thérapeutique de la Syphilis, and 
of which I give only the conclusions. 

The number of red blood globules, which in a state 
of health, varies from five to six million in the eubie 
m.m., is reduced in the syphilitic woman to two or 
two and a half million. At the same time the nutri- 
tion is altered, the weight of the body is reduced 
four to ten kilogrammes, according to the severity 
of the disease, The specific gravity of the urine is 
reduced by a diminution of the chlorides and of 
the urea. 

Under the influence of the mercurial treatment 
these three factors—number of red blood globules, 
weight of the body, and density of the urine—in- 
crease, but in a variable proportion according to the 
method of treatment employed. Thus, if the syph- 
ilitic is treated by the hypodermic method, the num- 
ber of globules reaches its normal height by the 
eighth day of treatment, the weight of the body 
increases from one to five kilogrammes, and the 
specific gravity of the urine increases with an in- 
crease of the chlorides. 

In the treatment by the stomach twelve to nine- 
teen days are necessary before an increase of the red 
globules is noted. This increase is progressive and 
the normal number is only reached after many 
months of treatment. The nutrition is less active ; 
the weight of the body increases slowly ; the chlo- 
rides and the urea follow the same progressive 
increase, 

In the treatment by inunction, the red globules 
increase by the eighth to the fourteenth lay, and 
reach the normal number in a month to a month 
and a half. The nutrition improves gradually ; the 
weight of the body and the density of the urine 
increase progressively. 

The analysis of the urine shows, besides, that the 
mercury is eliminated from the system more rapidly 
by the hypodermic method than by other methods of 
treatment. (Revue de Clinique Médico-Chirurgi- 
cale ; November, 1884.) 

While Dr. Martinean’s experience has been an 
exceptional one, and while his opportunities for 
observation have been very great, his conclusions 
must be accepted with caution. 

If we have learned anything about syphilis, we 
know that its treatment is more a matter of two 
years than of two months. It is a chronic disease 
with a tendency to break out in one or more of its 
many phases from the least encouragement, Let the 
treatment be lax or irregular, or let the patient com- 
mit any indiscretions, and you may expect some 
manifestations of the disease. 
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It is more than probable that mercury hypodermic- 
ally is a most efficient method of treatment, that it 
will more quickly clear up the violent secondary 
symptoms than mercury by the mouth or by inunc- 
tion; but that it will eure the disease in two months 
with daily injections is to us quite questionable, to 
say the least, and will require further investigation 
and corroboration. 

In this paper, Dr. Martineau fails to give us any 
account of the subsequent histories of these four 
thousand syphilitics. We are simply told that dur- 
ing the two months of their treatment in the hospital 
they were quickly relieved of their symptoms at the 
time. In the large majority of cases under judicious 
treatment, the first violent symptoms of the sec- 
ondary stage, usually the first symptoms which show 
to the patient and his physician the indubitable 
character of the disease, are relieved within two 
months; that, in fact, these symptoms often dis- 
appear spontaneously without treatment. 

But this is no evidence that the disease has been 
cured, for symptoms may show themselves at any 
time, and return with even greater severity than in 
the first instance. Unless, therefore, we have our 
patient under observation for two or three years we 
can form no just estimate of the value of the treat- 


ment. 

This point has been well set forth by M, Fournier 
in his ‘“‘Syphilis and Marriage,” and better still, as 
far as treatment goes, by Keyes in his ‘Tonic 
Treatment of Syphilis,” where he shows the immense 
advantage of small doses of mercury given contin- 
uously for two and a half or three years. This will 
become the established treatment of syphilis. It is 
gentle ; it meets our knowledge of the natural his- 
tory of the disease ; and, better than anything else, 
it brings home to the patient the necessity of 
careful living as « most important factor in_ its 
eradication,—(K. R. C.) 


BRONCHITIS AOUTA—ACUTE BRONCHIAL CATARRH 
—OOUGH. 


By F. G. Ornme, M.D., TomMPKINSVILLE, STATEN 
ISLAND, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 14, Vol. XII.) 
Baryt. carb.—Bronchitis of old people, when 
Continued irrita- 


the disease is becoming chronic. 
tion to cough, with much rattling, but difficult and 
meagre expectoration, which is saltish, starchlike. 
Also dry cough, with tickling. Pressure on the chest, 
frequently with coryza. Liability to take cold. 
Scrofulosis. 

26. Bromium, tod. and spong. are indicated es- 
pecially for affections of the upper portion of the air 





| urine, 


passages, with dry cough. The chief difference of 
_ the three remedies consists in this, that spong. suits 
| best the stasis and simple inflammation ; brom., the 
_ swelling and hypertrophy of the mucous membrane ; 
iod., the exudate, Light hair and blue eyes point to 
brom. ; dark hair and dark eyes, to iod. Dry, croupy 
cough with continued tickling and dryness in’ the 
throat and hoarseness. Rattling, wheezing, suffoca- 
tion. 

27. Calear. carbon—Cough, mostly chronic, of 
scrofulous and tuberculous persons. Cough, caused 
at night by tickling and during the day by speaking, 
with expectoration of much white phlegm. Also, in 
dry, violent cough with tickling in the throat. 

28. Carbo vegetab. —\loarse, harsh, spasmodic 
cough, sometimes in spells, with continued tickling 
and dryness, with frequent desire to clear the throat. 
Expectoration of phlegm, of whitish or green, offen- 
sive pus, especially night and morning, or in the 
evening. Iloarseness, soreness of the throat, burning 
in the throat, in the whole ches/, or underneath the 
sternum ; shortness of breath, asthma. Soreness of 
the chest. Hemoptysis, Palpitation of the heart. 
Heat and occasional perspiration. Great weakness. 





Collapse. Sleeplessness. Great sensitiveness to 
changes in the temperature. 
29. Causticum. — Continued, exhausting, dry 


cough, with burning on the chest ; hollow cough with 
stinging and soreness in the windpipe ; short hack- 
ing, after awhile with expectoration. Worse from 
speaking, cold air, nights ; better from a swallow of 
During cough involuntary escape of 
Toarse- 


cold water. 
Rawness in the throat and chest. 
Frequently much rattling but not 
much or noexpectoration. Creat lassitude. Violent 
coryza, with stoppage of the nose. Influenza in the 
Causticum is closely allied to ammon, in 


ness, aphony, 


first stage, 
its effects. 

30. China is not a cough-remedy, except when de- 
manded by constitutional peculiarities. Spasmodic, 
dry, suffocating or periodic cough, especially af night, 
Tickling. Whistling in the windpipe, suffocation on 
waking, seemingly from over-accumulation of phlegm, 
for the removal of which there is not sufficient 
strength. Continued rattling, quickly returning after 





| hysteric, nervous persons. 
| the throat-pit. 


coughing. Asthma. Nervous cough of hysteric or 
weakened, debilitated persons. 

31. Jgnatia.—Dry cough from tickling in the 
throat-pit, not relieved by coughing, especially with 
Constrictive sensation in 
Cough from irritation of the spinal 
cord, 

32. Jris versic.—Dry, short eough, from violent 
tickling and burning in the throat. Loarseness. 
Sensation of constriction under the sternum. Sting- 
ing pain in the chest. 
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33. lodium —Dry, barking, croup-like cough, with 
tickling and soreness of the throat, with rattling and 


whistling in the chest and sawing breathing. Hoarse- 
ness. Expectoration of tough mucus, Compare | 
brom. 


34. Opium. — Spasmodic, dry, tickling cough, 
without intermission day and night, but worse nights, 

35. Rhus tox.—The catarrhal irritation is not in 
the larynx, but extensively in the lower bronchi. 
Tickling cough, worse in lying and in the morning | 
after awaking. In epidemic bronchitis and influenza. 
In the first stage of bronchitis of aged people, re- 
sembling typhus. Also for tickling and sensation of 
dryness down the trachea, better for a short time by 
Nightly attacks of cough 


a swallow of warm drink. 
with sleeplessness. 

36. Sepia.—In central Germany, sepia, next to cale., 
is the chief remedy in tuberculosis. Although in- 
dicated as well in loose as in dry cough, it has proved 
more serviceable in the dry cough or hacking of tu- 
berculous persons. ‘Tickling in the throat, deep, 
husky voice, dryness in the throat and chest. Dry, 
hollow, crowing, deep cough, better when lying. Occa- 
sionally expectoration of a little tough phlegm with 
difficutly. When the chronic cough is complicated 
with chronic catarrh of the stomach. Also violent, 
spasmodic cough nights, with vomiting and shortness 
of breath. In cough as if coming from the stomach 
or abdomen. Expectoration bloody, salty, pus-like, 
fetid. 

37. Stannum,— Violent, shaking cough in the 
evening and at night; in the morning and during 
day much expectoration of phlegm or pus, greenish, 
Cough pro- 


Weak chest, 





of disagreeable, sweetish or saltish taste. 
voked by laughing, talking, singing. 
difficult breathing. 

38. Sticla pulm.—Racking cough of nervous or 
hysterie subjects, with sick headache. Violent, dry, 
shaking cough, from tickling in right side of trachea, 
Incessant dry cough, worse in the | 


below larynx. 
evening and at night. 
(To be continued.) 


A New TREATMENT OF Eririe.LiaAL CANCER,—Experiments 
now in progress, under the supervision of Dr. J. E, Garretson, 
at the Oral Hospital of this city, show a wonderful curative value 
in the treatment of epithelial cancer with the use of epiderm | 
secured from the horse by means of a curry-comb, the treat- | 
ment being nothing more complex than keeping a sore contin- | 
uously covered with the ash colored powder thus obtained. 
The horses are to be washed overnight and curried with anew | 
curry-comb in the morning. After picking out the hairs the 
powder is ready for use. Where horse epiderm is not to be 
obtained, the scales. may be scraped by means of a knife-blade 
from the human arm or leg.— Medical and Surgical Reporter. 





—Katmia is one of our most efficient remedies in proso- 
palgia and it has also been found of benefit in albuminuria, 


| other alcohols besides ethyl alcohol. 





ABSTRACTS ON ALOOHOL. 


UsE AND ABUSE OF ALCOHOL.—Important as alcohol is in 


| medicine as a solvent and vehicle, and as a material from 


which so many important agents are derived, it is probably far 
more important as a therapeutic agent. Derived from the 
starches and sugars, and a link in the chain of changes by 
which these elementary foods are utilized by the vital pro- 
cesses, and composed of the same elements only, all reasoning 
from known data must reach the conclusion that it is a true 
food, and nutritive in the same way that starches, sugars and 
fats are, and like them split up and utilized in the economy as 
a true supporter of life and with the very great advantage of 
being an absorbable liquid which does not require digestion. 
The researches of Anstie, Dupré and many others have 
progressively shown this, and the physicians who see their 
patients live for days and weeks upon it without emaciation 
confirm their position. But the millions of gallons consumed 
annually for a long time past, in the form of malt liquors and 
wines, by all nations, give such evidence as cannot be ra- 
tionally doubted. That it is a stimulant and a narcotic poison 
is acircumstance of dose, and of rapidity of absorption—a fact 
established on evidence no better than that which proves that 
it isa food. That the abuse of it, and its peculiar action asa 
poison are justly chargeable with a very large proportion of 
the vice and crime and misery of mankind is equally well es- 
tablished, but this cannot rationally be permitted to over- 
The vice, 
crime and misery are justly chargeable to those who abuse it, 
and not to the things abused, and they, and not the agent 
they abuse, are morally and physically responsible. When 
drunkenness of any degree is held to be no extenuation of 


balance its uses and proscribe it as altogether evil. 


crime, or misconduct of any kind, and when such crime and 
misconduct are punished with the same certainty and severity 
as though not committed through drunkenness, the true 
economic value of alcohol will be better understood, and it 
will take rank with the starches and sugars, whereby it be- 
longs, the chief difference being that it is more liable to be 
abused, and more hurtful when abused, 


The effort to shift the responsibility for evil from the indi- 


| vidual to the agent which he abuses seems, however, to be 


only in part misplaced, and hence the benefits derived from 
discrediting the material abused, and diminishing the oppor- 
tunities for its abuse. When it is remembered that a large 
proportion of the wealth of the rich is derived from the lux- 
uries, vices and improvidences of the rest of mankind it will 
be seen that the responsibility for the means resorted to to 
cultivate the appetites from which wealth flows should be 
charged neither upon the agents abused, nor upon those who 


| abuse them, but in large part upon those who soberly and de 


liberately, or who even thoughtlessly, set themselves to work, 
for money-making purposes, to stimulate, extend and increase 
appetites, habits and fashions by which others are debased, 
impoverished and ultimately destroyed morally and physically. 
Squibb's Ephemeris, May, 1884. 


Curonic ALCOnOL PotsontnG.— As for the influence exerted 
by the different alcohols [on the nervous system of animals 


| subjected toexperiment], it was found, as had been determined 


by previous experimenters, thatthe most toxic and deleterious 
of the ardent spirits employed were these that contained certain 
The purified products 
of the distillation of wine were by far the least noxious, both 
in immediate and in remote effects. As is well known, the 
alcohol of such liquors is chiefly that of the ethyl series. 
The presence of certain quantities of propyl, cenanthe, capry] 
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and amyl alcohols in the spirits ordinarily used accounts 
for their great intoxicating power as compared with brandy. 
It is especially the spirits obtained from grains, beets, and 
potatoes that contain the most amyl, butyl and propyl alcohols, 
and drunkenness is at its maximum in those countries, such 
as the Scandinavian, where those products are most used. 
Those animals to which the impure, coarse, unrectified pro- 
ducts of the still were given showed the earliest, the most 
protracted, and the severest interference with their organs 
and functions. A hog that had been given unrectified grain spirit 
succumbed in less than two years ; one that got beet whiskey 
had pronounced congestion of the digestive tube, the liver, 
and the lungs, and atheroma of the aorta; and one that took 
potato spirit presented hepatic congestion of the most decided 
grade. On the contrary, those that were dosed with purified 
ethyl alcohol, potato spirit ten times rectified, or other recti- 
fied alcohols, showed few lesions or none at all, a fact in 
striking accord with the national experience alluded to. The 
hogs that were given essence of absinthe showed a peculiar 
nervous excitation, tremors of the limbs, contractures, and 
cutaneous hyperesthesia ; but a slight touch was needed to 
provoke violent spasms of the limbs. 

The results of these thirty or more months’ careful experi- 
ments should help to a more scientific understanding of the 
subject of chronic alcohol poisoning, and among the practical 
hints to be drawn from them is the question whether it would 
not be well for the State to offer some substantial encourage- 
ment to the better rectification and purification of the liquors 
of commerce. Certainly something might be done, even in 
this way, to stay the evils of intemperance, which govern- 
ments have sought, confessedly with scant success, to arrest 
by prohibitory legislation, 

The crude products of many hundreds of distilleries are 
being distributed over the land, loaded with fusel oil and 
other fiery and destructive substances, and are working wide- 
spread mischief and devastation.-—N. Y. Medical Journal, 
July 5, 1884. 

EFFECTS OF ALCOHOL POISONING ON THE HEART,—Dr. A. 
S. Coe writes as follows tothe New York Medical Journal: 1 
have been forcibly impressed with the effects of alcoholic poi- 
son upon theaction of the heart in several cases that have 
come under my observation—cases that gave no evidence of 
mental disturbance characteristic of mania a potu. The mind 
was clear and rational, save an expression of an overpowering 








[Tue N. Y. Mev. Trmks 





appeases the desire for more stimulus and allays the fear. 1 
found that nitro-glycerin, one one-hundredth of a grain, given 
every half-hour or hour, soon steadied the pulse and gave 
strength and uniformity to the heart’s action, and caused the 
importunate demand for more alcoholic stimulus and the 
abject fear to cease. The effect was almost immediate ; the 
;-alse soon became full and steady, and the heart restored to its 
rhythmic action ; the face soon became flushed, and they com- 
plained of a sense of cerebral fullness, which soon passed 
off. * * * 

An acquaintance, of unusual strength and vigor of consti- 
tution, has studied the effects of alcoholism upon his own 
person ; it invariably causes an irregular and intermittent 
pulse and irregular action of the heart, but seldom affects his 
brain. 

ALCOHOL AND LNsanity.—The manifestations of the action 
of aleohol and of anesthetics upon the organism are of enor- 
mous importance to the study of insanity, since by them we 
can artificially produce alienation of any degree, from a trif 
ling confusion of thought and unsteadiness of hand, through 
the various stages of maniacal excitement, to the profoundest 
coma, with total loss of consciousness and of voluntary move- 
ment, or even to complete ablation of the functions of the 
nervous system in death. There is no form of mania that 
occurs among the inmates of lunatic asylums that may not be 
exhibited by a drunken man. Violent, destructive, amorous, 
maudlin, dolorous, lachrymose, or what not; subject to 
illusion, hallucination, delusion, imbecility, whatever dis- 
order of feeling, intellect, or conduct can be discovered in a 
lunatic, has its counterpart, allowing for individual differ- 
ences, in some cases of drunkenness. And the stertorous 
coma into which the drunkard at last subsides is identical in 
form withthe coma which marks the closing stage of a fatal 
maniacal attack. This being so, it is astonishing that the 


| occurrences in drunkenness have not of late years been scien- 


sense of fear of speedy dissolution. The exhibition of anxiety | 
y, | 


fear, and sometimes terror, which no assurance 
could allay, was pitiable. This state of mind is instinctive, 


due to the effect of alcoholic poison upon the action of the heart. 


from me | 


It is analogous to the overpowering sense of fear of impending | 


dissolution experienced in angina pectoris, and in the sudden 
paroxysms induced by fatty degeneration of the heart, but 


there is no dyspnea or orthopnea. The subjects had been 


drinking daily, for a long time, a large quantity of alcoholic | 
stimulants. until the system had become thoroughly saturated | 


my 


and poisoned. he stomach was irritable and refused to re- 
tain food ; the pulse small, thready and intermittent ; the 
heart’s action very irregular; the sleep fitful and disturbed, 
the patients waking with a start, ina nervous tremor and 
abject terror, begging for more drink and insisting that they 
must have it or they would die. 

This thirst and craving for more drink are, in a great 
measure, due to the demand of the flagging heart for support 
to enable it to continue its work ; the demand is imperative ; 
hence the instinctive sense of fear, amounting, in some cases, 
to A heart stimulus and restorative 


abject terror. 


for either good or harm. 


tifically investigated, and it behooves the students of insanity 
to bestir themselves betimes, before all opportunity for this 
most important study is abolished by Sir Wilfrid Lawson 
and his disciples. Just as, by the uniform character of the 
delirium produced by belladonna, we are shown that the 
same substance acts similarly on the nerve centres of different 
people, so by the multiformity of the symptoms that follow 
the ingestion of the same amount of alcohol by different peo- 
ple we see the share taken by the inherent disposition of a 
man in determining what form, if he becomes insane, his 
insanity shall assume.—Jouwrnal Medical Science, April, 1884. 





ALCOHOL IN THERAPEUTICS.—The question whether alco- 
hol is a food has, within late years, given rise to much dis- 
cussion and investigation. As I suppose, few, if any, now 
hold to the opinion that the sum total of alcohol ingested is 
eliminated from the body as alcohol, or deny that it supplies 
a material for the production of animal heat. It is, therefore, 
All will admit that it may be made a potential agent 
The use of alcohol as a therapeutic 
agent should have no connection with its use or abuse in 
health, except as regards proper precautions lest its use in 


a food. 


| illness may eventuate in an alcoholic habit after recovery. 


soon | 


* * * Asa conclusion based on the analysis of a con- 
siderable number of recorded cases, I feel warranted in 
affirming that, in a certain proportion of cases of phthisis, 
alcohol antagonizes the progress of that disease, and that in 
the treatment of the continued fevers (typhus and typhoid) it 
is a means of saving lives which without it would be lost. 
Reasoning by analogy, it is a logical conclusion that with 
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similar indications it is an important therapeutic agent in the 
treatment of essential fevers other than those just mentioned, 
and also of diseases of which fever is symptomatic. * * * 

If alcohol is useful as a material for combustion within the 
body, it is indicated in the condition of fever prior to the 
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indications for its employment to sustain the failing powers | 


of life. The object, in this point of view, is to forestall 
these indications and prevent the asthenia giving rise to 
them. 

* * * Itis evident that, employed with a view to test 
fairly its value as an antiseptic, or a parasiticide, or an anti- 
dote, in different diseases, it may be important that alcohol] be 
employed early, continuously, and in a quantity as large as 
may be tolerated. In its employment for these purposes, as 
also for the support of the vital powers, the greatly increased 
tolerance of alcohol in different diseases, and in different 
cases of the same disease, must be taken into account.—AUs- 
TIN Furnt, Sr., New York Medical Journal, November 29, 


1884. 





Tue Natts iN Putnists.—Club nails are often seen in 
other diseases within the thorax than phthisis, but far less 
often than in the latter. That which I desire to remark on is 
that in many of those who eventually pass into phthisis, there 


exist long preceding types and structural sympathies in the | 


nails, thus pointing out to us the deep involvements of the 
disease. I have noticed sixty of the pre-phthisical and 
phthisical as having fine almond-shaped nails ; besides these, 
some have nails of great length and extreme thinness; a 
smaller proportion have the largish rounded nails, I have 
often noticed that the index nails alone are unsymmetrical 
and slightly clubbed. Ina very considerable proportion the 
nails are unduly large. It is, I believe, a sign of probable 
future phthisis, where the nails have transverse ridges, or 
where they are unusually thin and brittle. A very striking 
phenomenon is, that of the nails being hollow or concave ; the 
thumb, index, middle and ring finger nails show this most. 
I have a number of cases recorded in which this variation of the 


nails showed in families in which phthisis had much pre- | 


vailed ; it is frequently ataxic to phthisis of the lungs. In 
going around cancer wards, one is struck by the masculine 
physique of the sufferers, their disease seeming like a nat- 


ural exuberance of cell evolution at certain ages, just as warts | 


are in the young ; but in phthisical patients, such phenomena 


as we are considering in the nails, besides the long series | 


of other associated phenomena, seem to show a deficient 
amount of the evolutionary energy of growth. The different 
members of a family, in successive and the same generation, 
are units of one series; all the varied pre-phthisical and 
phthisical “symptoms and signs are ‘‘contained varieties ;’» 
they are all related to a ‘‘ common form ” and co-related. We 
may deeply seek to know, for example, how Mrs, C., aged 
thirty-five, who is suffering from insidious pleurisy, and 


cousins are phthisical, how it is, in the profounder anatomical 
co-relations and vital energy, that her thumb, index, middle, 
and ring finger-nails are deeply concaved.—WILLIAM H. 
PEARSE, M.D., in Medical Press. 





A METHOD OF CLEANING CATHETERS.—A correspondent of 
the Lancet says: Take a cork of more conical form than that 
commonly used, with a hole made through it longitudinally, 
pass the catheter through the hole, and fix the cork into the 
tap of an ordinary water pipe, hot water preferable, and turn 
on the water. By so doing the catheter is properly cleaned. 


| 


| 


probably early phthisis as its cause, and whose children and contain less earthy substances than older mcats. 


15 


THE CONVERSION OF MALIGNANT TUMORS INTO INNOCENT 
GrowtTHs.—Prof,. V. Nussbaum, in a clinical lecture recently 
delivered in Munich (Wien. Med. Zeit.), expressed the belief 
that he had discovered a procedure for the positive cure of 
cancer by restraining the proliferation of the tissue elements 
of the disease. It appears to him that a total interruption of 
all peripheral sources of nutrition is the means best adapted 
to secure this result. He accomplishes this object by the use 
of the thermo-cautery, with which instrument a deep channel 
is made quite around the malignant growth, thus cutting off 
entirely the supply of blood and other nutritive fluids from the 
surrounding tissues. The small vessels which ascend into 
the tumor from the parts beneath are sufficient to preserve its 
vitality, so that gangrene does not occur, He thinks the 
thermo-cautery far preferable to the ligature, and that it pos- 
sesses many advantages over the knife. He regards the hot 
iron and the various chemical caustics worthy of more exten- 
sive employment in the domain of malignant growths than 
they have ever enjoyed. Prof. Nussbaum doubts not that 
this circumscribing a cancerous growth, thus cutting off every 
channel of peripheral nutrition, has a brilliant future, espe- 
cially in those desperate cases in which death is imminent 
from hemorrhage. In his experience, this method of cutting 
off the peripheral blood supply has afforded such astonishing 
results that he recommends this procedure to the attention 
and practice of all those having occasion to treat a case adapted 
to its employment. 

How TO RENDER PARTURITION EASY AND PAINLESS has 
From an old publication we quote 
women subsist, during 


for ages been a problem. 
the following: In proportion as 
pregnancy, upon aliment which is free from bony or earthy 
matter, will they avoid pain and danger in delivery. All who 
have observed the course of the profession in recent years are 
aware that the pressing need of modern medicine is to get rid 
of, not the gynecologist, but the necessity for him. If delaying 
the process of ossification during foetal life, by the above regi- 
men, will give the results that are claimed for it without un- 
favorably influencing the health of mother or child, it certainly 
deserves attention. As to articles of food, lemons and other 
acid fruits should predominate, for the reason above-men- 
Sugar may be used ad libitum, as it contains no 
Rice, sago, tapioca, etc., which contain very 


tioned. 
earthy matter, 
little basic material, should be substituted for bread made 
from wheat, rye, indian corn, ete, Natives of tropical coun- 
tries, who live chiefly on rice, have easy labors. Fluids will 
not be in much demand by a system that is subsisting largely 
Distilled water, or lemonade, or tea made from it 
Cabbage, turnips, parsnips, and fresh 


on fruits. 
should alone be used, 
succulent vegetables generally, may be taken with tolerable 
freedom. Potatoes, peas, beans, lentils and salt are to be 
avoided, Meats should be taken sparingly, and when taken 
at all, young meats, as veal, lamb, etc., are preferable, as they 
Fish is 
allowable with partial freedom, while honey, molasses, but- 
ter, etc., may be taken freely. Immediately after the labor 
this regimen should be reversed, in order to furnish as much 
ossifying material as possible in the mother’s milk.— Medical 
World. 





ARSENITE OF BROMINE.—Marked benefit is claimed for this 
remedy in cases of diabetis mellitus in connection with the 
usual anti-diabetic diet. From three to five drops of the 
liquor brom. arsen. in a glass of water before meals, contin- 
ued for two weeks, is sufficient, it is said, in many cases, to 
clear the sugar from the water. 
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DysrerstA A Symprom OF KipNEy DriskAsk.—Derange- 
ments of digestion are very common in all organic diseases, 
but it seems that they are particularly liable to be present in 
the various forms of kidney disease, grouped together and 
generally known as ‘‘ Bright’s Disease.” 

We have known many cases that have lasted, no doubt, 
for years, and in which the only symptom that presented itself 
to the attention of the patient up to within a very short time 
of a fatal termination, was an obstinate ‘‘ dyspepsia,” that no 
drugs nor precautions in eating, nor hygienic measures of any 


kind, no matter how conscientiously carried out, could relieve. 


Whether the prolonged faulty digestion and consequent 
assimilation of imperfectly prepared nourishment has caused 
the changes in the kidney tissue, or whether the impaired action 


of the kidneys and the consequent retention of excrementitious | 


matter in the system has caused the dyspepsia, or in other 
words, the relationship of cause and effect between the kidney 
dyspepsia and the kidney disease, we do not know, nor is it of 
much practical importance that we should know. One theory 
that has been advanced as to the etiology of Bright’s disease, 
holds that owing to faulty preparation the blood albumen is 
really unfit to remain in the blood ; it is excrementitious and 
must be removed, and that the irritation caused to the kidneys 
in performing this work results in an inflammation and de 
generation of their structure. If this be true, then we might 
reasonably suspect that the dyspepsia may act as a cause ; but 
for our practical purposes, we say again, it makes no differ- 
ence which is the cause and which the effect. _ 

The point that we wish to make is that dyspepsia is fre- 
quently the only symptom or sign of chronic Bright’s disease 
that makes itself manifest to the patient, and that when we are 
called upon to treat a case of chronic dyspepsia which baflles 
our skill and resists the treatment which ought to cure it, it 
will be in order to make a careful examination of the urine. 
It will unravel many a mysterious case, and help us much in 
our treatment.—Da Cosra, in Medical and Surgical Reporter. 


Hypro-THERAPEUTICS IN INFANTILE DIsekAsEs.—Heubner 
observes (Rev. Mens. des Mal. del’ H., March, 1884), that cool- 


ing of the thoracic region produces a very noticeable effect | 


upon the entire organism. 
water at 60° Fah., in which a large cloth is dipped, and then 
is carefully wrung out. 
face of the body, covered with flannel, and changed every 
half hour until the temperature is sufficiently low. A tem 
perature ranging near 104° is an indication for this treatment. 
In some cases it will be well to envelop the entire body with 
the wet cloth, but in very young children it would not be 
advisable. If it is desired to produce heat and sweating by 
this means, mustard should be added to the water, and the 
pack should be retained an hour and a half. 


Hor WATER IN Synovitis.—Dr. J. D. Thomas reports 
good results from the following procedure in synovitis: He 
procures two large flat sponges, sufficiently large to envelop 
the joint; these are washed clean, in order to remove any 
sand or calcareous matter contained in them, then squeezed 
dry and applied to the swollen joint ; and over this a roller 
bandage is applied as firmly as possible, the bandage covering 
the sponges perfectly, and then hot water applied until the 
sponges are saturated ; this hot water application should be 
practiced every two hours, He cites several cases as evidence 
of the value of this treatment.—Medical Bricf. 


LEMONADE IN DIARRHG:A.—Dr. Vigouroux recommends a 
glass of hot lemonade every hour, or half-hour, as an easy, 
ageeable, and efficient treatment for diarrhcea. 


His method consists in the use of | 


It is then to be spread upon the sur- | 
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| SACRACHE AND BACKACHE, —In the course of some interest- 
| ing lectures by Dr. J. Mathews Duncan, in the London Med- 
ical Times, we note the following, which is possessed of 
| practical interest : 
| ‘There is no more common, and therefore no more important 
| symptom, of uterine disease, and especially of disease of the 
| neck of the womb, than sacrache. The pain is dull, or an 
ache rather than pain ; it is situated at or near the base of the 
| sacrum ; and, referring to it, the patient puts her hand tothe 
part. I say with emphasis ‘‘at or near,” and it is desirable 
to make this more definite. A pain below the middle of the 
sacrum is not ‘‘at or near,” and a pain above the middle of 
the lumbar spine is not ‘‘at or near.”” Such pains and aches 
| do not point to the womb as the characteristic sacrache does ; 
but the characteristic sacrache only points in that direction ; 
it is not in itself nearly sufficient, not even strong, evidence 
of disease of the womb. Occurring in a virgin it would not, 
alone, unless very severe and inveterate, lead you to make an 
| actual examination of the womb. 

Other backaches, that is, pains in other regions of the back, 
not the sachrache, may accompany uterine disease, but do not 
point to the womb, are not symptoms rationally held as indi- 
cating womb disease. Unfortunately women are, at present, 
| so under the influence of bad medical instruction, that they 
| regard all pains in the back, from the occiput to the coccyx, 
as nearly sure indications of uterine mischief, and demanding 
uterine treatment. 

The sacrache of womb disease may be constant, but gener- 
ally it comes and goes. Frequently it is dispelled by lying, 
is felt on going to bed, and has disappeared before morning, 
and long standing makes it reach its highest pitch. When it 
is otherwise, that is, when the ache is worse in the morning 
before getting out of bed, or is relieved by walking, then it is 
certainly not uterine. 

I have said that you must not regard all sacraches or other 
| backaches as uterine. ‘They are common in men and in women. 
| A weakly women, who attends to all her pains, can do no 
| standing or walking without backache, and often it is a sacr- 
| ache ; especially if she has a long back, will she suffer ia this 





| way. 

The pains liable to be confused with real sacrache are all in 
the lower back, about the lumbar spine ; it is only such that 
might mislead any rational physician. Regarding them you 
will get some light from noticing the causes of the same pains 
in men. Now, I find that weakly men are liable to these 
aches, sacral or lumbar, on walking or standing ; and in many 
they are produced by excessive venereal indulgence, 


OVARIOTOMY UPON A CuiLpD TWENTY Monts o# AGE.—In 
the case in question, the midwife in attendance at the birth 
of the child noticed an enlargement of the abdomen. At nine 
months of age, when the first attempts at walking were made, 
the parents observed a peculiar bearing of the body re- 
sembling lordosis. When the child was examined during 
anesthesia, a movable, fluctuating tumor, with some parts 
which were more resisting than others, was found rising out 
of the true pelvis. This tumor was diagnosticated as a cyst. 
When the child was twenty months old laparotomy was per 
formed, an ovarian tumor as large as the child’s head being 
removed from the right side. Recovery was speedy and com- 
plete. The tumor was found to be a teratoma composed 
largely of connective tissue and hyaline cartilage ; it also 
contained osteoid tissue, and bones with medullary spaces. 
The main body of the growth consisted of one large and 
several small cysts.—Deutsche Med. Wochen., 52, 1883. 











April, 1885.] 


The Mew Hork Medical Times, 
A MONTHLY JOURNAL 


MEDICINE, SURGERY, AND COLLATERAL SCIENCES. 


EDITORS: 
EGBERT GUERNSEY, M.D. 


| 


ALFRED K. HILLS, M.D. 


Business Communications should be addressed, ‘* Publishers, 526 Fifth 
Ave.,” and Checks, etc., made payable to THE NEw YORK MEDICAL 


TIMES. 
Published on the First of each month. 


OFFICE, 526 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK. 


NEW YORK, APRIL, 1885. 


“A regular medical education furnishes the only presumptive evidence | 
of professional abilities and acquirements, and ovGut to be the ONLY 
ACKNOWLEDGED RIGHT Of an individual to the exercise and honors of his 
profession.”’—Code of Medical Ethics, Amer. Med. Ass., Art. iv., See. 1, | 

Our practice is not “ based on an exclusive dogma, to the rejection of 
the accumulated experience of the profession, and of the aids actually 
furnished by anatomy, physiology, pathology and organic chemistry.” 


THE OUTLOOK. | 


THOUGHTFUL men are learning modesty in their 
expression of opinions, and are realizing in its full 
force the important fact, often forgotten, that deliv- 


erance from error requires, as its first condition, that 
honest men should understand themselves, as the first | 
step towards understanding each other. Then, and 
then only, can they with safety allow themselves 
freedom of expression on those many-sided subjects 
which, like the old shield, may be silver on one side 
and gold on the other, and on which only a careful ex- 
amination of the whole subject in all its component 
parts, in all its aspects, in all its lights and shades, 
Within the past 


could qualify them to speak at all. 
decade the changes and progress 1n every department | 
of science, and in almost every field of industry, have 
taught thinking men the fallibility of human judgment 
and have impressed upon their minds the fact that it 
is unsafe, from the standpoint of reputation merely, 


to assume a narrow and contracted line of investiga- 
tion, or present opinions in a dogmatic form upon 
points where we ought to recognize that our knowl- 
In these cases the only safe 


edge is very small. 
course is either to suspend judgment until all sides 
have been heard and the facts weighed with judicial 
precision, where the truth is attainable, or in express- 
ing an opinion upon more or less partial information, 
to frankly acknowledge the exact state of the case, 
The line of investigation and the dogmatic expres- 


sion of opinions of many would-be leaders of public 
thought in the past have been so crude, so one-sided, | 


EDITORIALS. 


so unjudicial in the weighing of facts, that the march 


| of progress has often been retarded, and the voice of 


truth, for the time, drowned in a mass of blatant un- 


| fairness, which, after investigation, has proved to be 


made up mostly of dogmatic assertions given with all 
the strength of brazen lungs, and all the confidence 
of ignorance, but possessing a very small moiety of 
truth. 

The public, in the grand and imposing march of 
scientific thought, during the past decade, and the 
magnificent results brought out by independent in- 
vestigation, and by a full recognition of the immense 
possibilities of the future, have been educated up to 
a breadth of thought and an accuracy of reasoning 
which cause them to turn in disgust from empty de- 
clamation and dogmatic assertion to the more quiet 
statements which reveal in their logical simplicity 
and practical results the beauty, and strength and 
power of Nature’s truth. 
would have believed it possible that an intelligent 


A half century ago, who 


message could traverse the circuit of the earth ina 
moment’s time, or that we could stand here in New 
York and talk with friends a thousand miles away, 


| or that the lightest conversation could be impressed 


upon foil through the vibration of the atmosphere so 


that a century hence, not only the words but the 
tones in which they were uttered, can be repro- 
duced on another continent if necessary, or that we 
could tell the very elements which enter into the 
composition of the sun and the more distant stars ? 

In the face of the possibilities of haman thought 
when rightly directed, in unchaining the powers of 
Nature and employing them in intelligent work, in 
unlocking the secrets by which Nature accomplishes 
its work of growth and evolution, honest men learn 
modesty, and not only respect but bow in reverence 
to that subtilty of thought, to that honesty and in- 
telligence of investigation, which is so rapidly up- 
rooting old errors and re-creating science on the basis 
of established facts. ‘The men who stand out now as 
leaders of thought are men to whom 


made in the name of truth was ever made in vain ; 


no appeal 


whose lives have been devoted to gathering up every 
fragment of truth, great and small—not all of them, 
perhaps, excelling in originality, but all possessing 
that honesty of purpose, that quickness of perception 
which enables them to detect and appropriate even 
the fragments of truth evolved by the thousands of 
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earnest workers in their daily toil, And this, it | has been shown by Ringer and others; in torpor, 
seems to us, is the mission, the daily and life work of | anemia, or deficient activity of the menstrual func- 


the journalist of the present and the future. 
Held in the trammels of no party and no sect, 
never attempting to fight against the inexorable 


| 





tions, this drug is peculiarly beneficial. Thus, in 


amenorrhea and dysmenorrhea, characterized by 


' scanty menstruation and anemia, it has produced 


logic of facts, though their admission may uproot old | 


theories and old beliefs, the true journalist admits | 


| 
| 


the fallibility of human judgment, and, while clinging | 


to established truths, welcomes, unmoved by friend- 
ship or enmity, every fresh thought and every new 
truth, as so much gain in the present and future use- 
fulness of our profession. 

Standing upon the threshold of a new year in the 
life of the New York MeEpicaL Tres and carefully 
reviewing the past, the editors see no reason for 
changing their opinions in regard to their duty as 
journalists. They will contend in the future, as in 
the past, for the honor, the dignity and the real, 
substantial progress of their profession. They are 
determined that the Mepicant Timks shall be in 
every sense a journal of progress, dealing honestly, 


courteously and fairly with all. Such, it seems to us, 


very satisfactory results. Following out the same 
line of investigation, is has been given with great suc- 
cess in chronic gastric and gastro-intestinal catarrh, 
accompanied by fermentative changes of the food. 
Eructations of gas, vomiting of a yeast-like material 
containing sarcine, and an acid fermentation of the 
starchy and saccharine constituents of the food are 
often very promptly relieved by this salt. Its bene- 
ficial effects are also seen in the catarrhal troubles of 
the duodenum, involving also the bile ducts, mani- 
fested by a muddy or yellow complexion, yellow 
conjunctiva, and high-colored urine, full of uric acid. 
The drug, in these conditions, not only checks fer- 
mentation of the food elements and relieves ‘the 
catarrh of the mucous membrane, but promotes oxid- 


ation in the tissues undergoing metamorphosis, and 


is the line of work for the journalist of the present | 


and the future, and in this work, from our expe- 
rience of the past, and the outlook for the future, we 
think we shall receive ample support. 


THE PERMANGANATES. 


Dr. BArtHuoLtow has recently published an ex- 
ceedingly interesting and suggestive clinical lecture 
on the ‘* Physiological Action and Therapeutic Uses 
The lecture, like all of Dr. 
Bartholow’s works, is full of careful investigation, 


of the Permanganates.” 


original thought, and logical conclusions, founded 
upon practical experiments. The objection so often 
made that the action of permanganate of potash, on 
account of its being so rapidly decomposed when 
brought in contact with organic matter, must be 
feeble and transitory, cannot be maintained, as exper- 
iment has fully shown that it exerts a very definite 
influence on the blood. The theory that the abun- 
dance of oxygen contained in the drug must be ap- 
propriated by the organic matter in thestomach, and, 
therefore it cannot act beyond that organ, is disproved 
by actual results, which clearly show that it produces 


a marked effect upon the general system. 


Permanganate of potash is a general stimulant, as 











while it thus stimulates metabolism helps to con- 
The 
uric acid which appears in the urine is converted into 


sume in the normal way the products of waste. 


urea and is thus normally excreted. 

Clinical experience in all the troubles for which 
the drug is recommended by Dr, Bartholow, has been 
Thus the 


drug is indicated in lithemia when we wish to influ- 


found to confirm physiological deductions, 


ence the catarrh of the mucous membranes and the 
fermentation of the foods, and also to relieve the in- 
sufficient oxidation manifested by an excess of uric 
acid ; in diabetes, when there appears to be an over- 
production of glycogen and insufficient oxidation of 
this material, and especially where the presence of 
much uric acid in the blood indicates an insufficient 
In 
other forms of diabetes, especially of nervous origin, 


supply of oxygen to convert uric acid into urea, 


we should expect no beneficial effect from the drug. 

Dr. Bartholow strongly recommends the drug in 
obesity and the relief of the disorders of digestion 
which have a pathogenic relation to this malady, on 
the ground that the surplus and useless materials 
which, under existing circumstances, are transformed 
into fat, are oxidized and consumed and excreted 
as carbonic acid and water. 

The chief constituent of permanganate of potash is 
undoubtedly active oxygen or ozone, and a portion at 
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least of its wonderful powers as a vital stimulant are 
due not only to its direct action upon the contents of 
the stomach, and through the system by its absorp- 
tion into the blood, but to a certain hypnotic action 
on the central nervous system, caused, as Binz sup- 
poses, by an impression on the cells of the gray matter, 
whereby their functional activity is suspended. How 
much of the action is chemical and how much due to 
other causes it is difficult to determine, but we are 
inclined to think its range is broader than indicated 
by Dr. Bartholow, and that in minute doses it will 
continue to be found useful in those congestive con- 
ditions where, in large doses, it would prove an active 
irritant, 

Dr. Bartholow recommends the administration of 
the drug in the form of a pellet or tablet, or dissolved 
in pure water. It is well to commence the use of it 
on an empty stomach in doses of from one to two 
grains every hour until six grains have been taken. 
The patient should drink freely of pure water after 
taking the drug. In gonorrhea, leucorrheea and 
suppurating bubo it has proved an efficient remedy in 
a solution in recent cases, of two grains to the ounce, 
and in chronic cases, of five to ten grains to the 
ounce. In sloughing syphilitic sores, and especially 
in the early development of chancre, it seems to de- 
compose the poison in the same way as it destroys the 
toxic power of the snake poison when brought in con- 
tact with the recent wound. 

Dr. Bartholow has rendered the profession excellent 
service in the thorough and practical manner in which 
he carries out his investigation on a physiological 
and clinical basis, With an intimate knowledge of 
the physiological action of a drug, it is comparatively 
easy to adapt its powers to the different conditions of 


disease. 


CHOLERA PROPHYLAXIS. 


ANIMALS seem to be strangely provided with a re- 
markably keen sense of intuition of approaching dan- 
ger of all kinds. A singular display of this charac- 
teristic is reported to us from Honduras. About 
1,000 yards from the house where our informant 
lived, was a numerous growth of very sappy pines, 
among which trees of various other growths were oc- 
casionally found. Among these pines, but never on 
any other variety of tree, an immense flock of par- 


rots came in every evening to roost, flying away again 








in the morning to their feeding grounds, some four 
or five miles distant. During the day there was al- 
most invariably a nertheast wind blowing, which 
usually died out at sunset. The feeding place of 
these parrots was in and about a patch of swampy 
marsh, such as, under favorable circumstances, would 
give off immense volumes of zymotic matter, Dur- 
ing the prevalence of the northeast wind, loaded 
down as it was with ozone, these products of de- 
composition were probably oxidized before becoming 
But at night, 


when this source of destruction did not exist, the 


a source of atmospheric pollution. 


same locality was, beyond question, freighted with 
fatal miasmata, while the pines, which had absorbed 
amounts of ozone through the day, were prepared to 
the 
In his 


give it off at night. This is in accord with 
known habits of birds to flee from pestilence. 
report on the cholera epidemic at Marseilles, last 
summer, United States Consul Mason states that 
‘* the sudden disappearance of certain birds and in- 
sects from the entire district of Southern France, 
and their failure to return during the present declin- 
ing stage of the epidemic, are among the other evi- 
dences which indicate some abnormal condition of the 
air.” 
ciété National de Médecine, of Marseilles, Prof. Ch, 
Livon states, as the result of experiments and re- 
* * 2k 


In his report on cholera, read before the So- 


searches, as follows : The experiments of 
the committee were of two classes, the first being 
made with the dejections, vomit and bed linen of 
choleraic patients in all stages of the disease, the sec- 
ond having reference solely to the blood. The results 
have, therefore, a direct bearing on the fundamental 
question, whether cholera is a disease of the digestive 
organs, and is transmitted in substances swallowed, 
or, on the contrary, a disease of the blood, the con- 
In the first 


group of experiments, the rice-water dejections and 


tagion of which is inhaled by the lungs. 


matter from the stomach and intestines of cholera 
patients, as well as concentrated wash water in which 
freshly-soiled linen from their beds had been cleansed, 
were injected into the stomach and intestines, the 
diaphragm and femoral artery, of various rabbits, dogs 
and guinea-pigs. No fatal or injurious effects were 
produced in any case except one, in which a rabbit, 
into whose stomach intestinal matter, filled with the 
comma-shaped bacilli, had been injected, died seven 


days after the operation, without, however, evincing 
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any symptoms characteristic of cholera. Upon dis- 
section, the intestines of the animal found 
filled with the microbes, showing that they had found 


were 
there favorable conditions for development. It was 
thus proven that the so-called’ choleraic microbe can 
be propagated in animals, without producing any 
disease analogous to cholera. The hydrant water of 
Marseilles and the purest spring water in the neigh- 
borhood were both found to contain the ‘bacille 
virgule,” in the proportion of 250,000 per litre, and 
this large number was not sensibly reduced by pass- 
ing the water through three layers of filter paper. It 
is therefore concluded that ‘the so-called cholera 
microbe is simply a harmless animalcule, common to 
most river and spring water, and equally abundant 
in localities where cholera is unknown. 

The second class of experiments was with the blood 
of cholera patients, taken at various stages of the dis- 
vase, and injected into the veins of animals or exam- 
ined under the microscope. Of twenty-eight injec- 
tions made with blood taken, first, from a cholera 





° ° e ° ° | 
patient at the beginning of the “algid” period ; | 


second, from the corpse of a person who had died in 


the same stage ; and, third, from a living patient in 


the later or reaction stage of the disease, the second | 


only had a positive result. 
two rabbits, into whose veins had been injected blood 
taken from a cadaver which had died in the “ algid ” 
stage. Both animals died, one after twelve, the other 
after eighteen hours, and the blood of both showed 
the same lesions and changes which had been estab- 
lished as having occurred in the blood of human 
cholera victims. The net results of the entire series 
of experiments are summed up and the conclusions 


stated, as follows : 


«© First. That the cholera can be transmitted to an- | 


imals. ‘This fact is fully confirmed by experiments 
and observations made at Pondicherry and Chander- 
nagore (Kast Indies) during the past forty years. 

** Second. That the rice-water dejections and con- 
tents of the stomach and intestines of cholera patients 
are absolutely innocuous. 

** Third. That it is only the blood of a cholera pa- 
tient, taken during the ‘ a/gid’ s/age, that is infee- 
tious, and this toxical property is greatest in the 
This 


is simply a confirmation of the theory of Robin, first 


early part of this ‘algid’ or collapse period, 


announced in 1865, 


| cubic inches of air per minute. 


These were the cases of | 


** Fourth, That this infectious property in the blood 
disappears within a period not exceeding twenty-four 
hours after the close of the ‘ algid’ period.” 

Messrs. Roux and Strauss, two eminent French 
surgeons, now practicing in the hospitals at Toulon, 
and who studied cholera thoroughly last year in 
Egypt, have made an official report declaring that 
** they find the microbe to be the result, rather than 
the germ, of cholera. That similar microbes are 
generated in the intestines in typhoid fever and other 
zymotic diseases, and that they are found by myriads 
in water, which, being drunk, does not create 
cholera.” 

All this seems to point to one prominent possibility, 
viz.: That it is not what we eat, or what we drink, or 
what we wear, that causes cholera or any other infec- 
tious disease, but what we inhale, or rather a some- 
thing that finds its way into the blood, presumably 
through the lungs. That it is not the soakage from 
vaults, sewers, etc., polluting the water we drink, 
that induces contagion, but the volatile zymotic mat- 
ter, which, under the influence of putrefaction and 
Where these 


elements of pollution are most abundant (in unclean- 


decay, is given off into the atmosphere. 


liness of person or property) there do we find the 
primeval source of contagion. Many are the means 
of transmission. On the average-sized person there 
are about fifteen square feet of exposed surface. 
Further, this person takes into his lungs about 400 
If in that air, which 


bathes his body and lungs, there exist germs of dis- 


| ease, and if in his clothing or in his lungs they find 








conditions favorable to their development, that per- 
son certainly becomes an agent of infection wherever 
he goes. Very often, as stated by Dr. Jacobi, diph- 
theria is brought into a family by some transient vis- 


. 
« 


itor, as a seamstress, or may be imparted to a room 
full of scholars by one of their number, who may 
have been only superficially exposed to infection, and 
whose personal constitution may be strong enough to 
throw it off. Being thus dispossessed of their tem- 
porary habitation, the first congenial throats they 
find very naturally become a place of abode and de- 
velopment for these vicious germs. Prof. Ehrenberg 
has found that the infectious germs in the atmos- 
phere exist in swarms or clouds. Thus, in a room 
containing infection one part of the room may be 


nearly free while another part may be swarming with 
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infection, which probably accounts for singular cases | vailed during the present season some mysterious 


of escape from zymotic influences. 

Now, if we hope to arrest these contagions we must | 
look for some atmospheric germicide — something 
with which we can impregnate the atmosphere and 
which shall prove sure death to the germ but at the 
same time equally sere life to the patient. Many of 
the present methods of disinfection have recently 
been shown by Major Sternberg and others to be a 
mere mockery. In fact, they probably do harm, for 
they prove a source of disturbance to the germs rather 
Being again, in this case, dispos- 


| 


than destruction, 
sessed by an unfriendly influence, they would rather 
very naturally start off to ‘‘seek whom they might 
devour.” Better for them to stay in the sewers, vaults 
and other deposits of fecal filth than to be driven into 
our houses by the agency of these so-called disinfec- 
tants. 
cient quantities in the grain you give your chickens 
they would be apt to let it alone and attack your 


If you were to put cayenne pepper in suffi- 


‘ woh 
even in localities not attacked by cholera. 





flower beds in search of nourishment in place of that 
which you had made repulsive to them. 

Let us look into the laboratory of nature and see if 
we cannot there find a germicide that not only dis- 


turbs but actually burns up miasmatic matter and re- | 


duces it to ashes as surely as the coal is burned up 
Certain it is 


and reduced to ashes in our furnaces. 


that an all-wise Creator has furnished us with such 


an agent in nature, else epidemics would never die 
out, What is this agent ? From whence does it come, 
and how does it operate ? 


Dr. William 


Hygiene,” states that during his service at Fort Riley, 


A. Hammond, in his ‘ Treatise on 
in Kansas, “cholera prevailed on two occasions to an 
alarming extent, That during the epidemic the atmos- 
phere was noted for its dryness and the total absence 
of ozone. That the occurrence of a violent /hunder 
storm pul an end to the epidemic in both cases, and 
ozone reappeared in the atmosphere.” In other 
words, the display of electrical energy during the 
thunder storm condensed or energized enough of the 
oxygen of the air to oxidize or burn up the elements 
of contagion and reduce them to a harmless ash, 
while, at the same time, the same agent would act as 
a stimulant and blood disinfectant to those afflicted 
with disease. Again, Consul Mason states in his 


report before referred to: ‘It is fairly within the 





province of this report to note that there has pre- 


| taint or unwholesome influence in the atmosphere of 


this entire region, which has affected many persons, 
* * * 
That in general opinion it is now the well-established 
fact that the presence or absence of ozone in the at- 
mosphere has a marked effect upon choleraic condi- 
tions. It was noted early in the present epidemic 
that there was a marked deficiency of ozone in the 
atmosphere of Marseilles, and means were adopted to 
supply this deficiency at the Pharo Hospital in this 
city, by means of an electrical apparatus.” In con- 
clusion, Consul Mason states the following facts : 

“ First. That the whole period of the cholera epi- 
demic has been marked by a notable defficiency of 
ozone in the atmosphere of Marseilles. 

** Second. That in the wards of the 


pital, where artificial ozone was provided, the death 


Pharo Hos- 


rate was considerably diminished, 

** Third. That the days of greatest fatality, in re- 
spect to both the number of new cases and deaths, 
were those during which the proportion of na/ural 
ozone in the air was the smallest. 

** Kourth. That the setting in of a southwest wind, 
which, although warm, brought an increase of ozone 
to the local atmosphere, was, in every instance, fol- 
lowed by an immediate and marked decrease in the 
death rate, and the number of new cases reported.” 

These same relations between atmospheric condi- 
tions and epidemics have been noted in the Missis- 
sippi valley during a protracted siege of yellow fever, 
Let our boards of health, bureaus of disinfection and 
sunitary committees devise some means of giving us 
an increased supply of ozone, artificially produced, 
as the Department of Public Works increases our 
supply of water with an increased demand, and then, 


and then only, will epidemies be a thing of the past 


STATE INSANE ASYLUM. 


Tne fourteenth annual report of the Homaopathic 
Asylum for the Insane, Middletown, New York, 
through its Medical Superintendent, Dr. Selden H. 
Talcott, has more than ordinary interest, as it reviews 
to a certain extent the ten years’ work of the institu- 
tion since its organization. he first of the Asylum 
buildings was completed in 1874, the second in 1876 
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and the third, owing to delays in making appropria- 
tions, not until 1881. The Asylum now has accom- 
modations for about 400 patients, making the cost 
per patient $1,517.84. The buildings are all well 
lighted, well heated and well ventilated, are kept in 
perfect sanitary condition and with absolute neat- 
ness, are suitably furnished, and are made in all 
respects us cheerful and home-like as it is possible 
for asylum buildings to be. 

The first patient was received at the Asylum, May 
20, 1874. Since then it has sheltered 1,532 sufferers 
from mental maladies, of whom 1,250 have been dis- 
charged. Of the whole number discharged 566 were 
fully recovered, 183 were improved, and 330 were 
discharged as unimproved, most of them having 
passed into the chronic or hopeless stage. In other 
words, 45.78 per cent. of those discharged were 
cured, and 14,64 per cent. were improved, while 
26.40 per cent. had not been benefited by treatment. 
When it is remembered that this Asylum receives 
chronic as well as acute cases, these figures make a 
showing that no similar Asylum can surpass, and are 
eloquent in the testimony that they bear as. to the 
skill of the physicians in charge and the efficacy of 
the gentle and rational treatment which has always 
The fig- 


ures showing the medical record of the past year are 


characterized the Hommopathic Asylum. 
no less remarkable and interesting: There were in 
the Asylum at the beginning of the year 260 pa- 
tients; there were admitted during the year 163, 
Of 


these, 68 were discharged cured, 16 as improved, and 


making the total number under treatment 423. 
35 as unimproved, while 21 died. The maximum 
number under treatment during the year was 313; 
the minimum number, 256; the daily average, 289. 
The percentage of recoveries on those discharged was 
48.22, a figure surpassed by but one year in the 
The 
whole number treated was but 49 (four and nine- 
tenths). 
46 had been insane from two to forty years, and such 


Asylum’s history. percentage of deaths on 


Of the patients received during the year, 


a number of chronic cases lessens very materially the 
percentage of recoveries ; while seven, exactly one- 
third of the total number of deaths, were moribund 
when they were brought to the Asyluam—in some in- 
stances with the death-rattle sounding in their throats 
and the death-damps gathering on their brows, 


The Asylum has been so suecessful in its work 


’ 








that the State has only been called upon to make such 
permanent additions and improvements as were nec- 
essary to increase its capacity and usefulness, not- 
withstanding the charges for the poor patient are 
made so low as to place the benefits of the institution 
within the reach of all. 

The most important part of Dr. Talcott’s report is 
that in which he treats of the methods employed at 
the Hommopathic Asylum for the restoration of the 
They are: 1. Kindness and gentle disci- 
2. Rest 
recuperation. 
ing of violent patients). 


insane, 
pline. as a2 means of physical and mental 
3. Enforced protection (the restrain- 
4, Exercise, amusement 
renewal of 
6. Mental 


8. 


and occupation as stimulants in the 
health. 5. Diet and artificial feeding. 


and moral hygiene. 7%. Sanitary surroundings. 


Medicine. 9. Furloughs—giving leaves of absence 
to convalescent patients before final discharge. 


Each of these topies is treated fully, and physicians 
will find much of value in what Dr. Talcott says of 
the use of drugs in the treatment of mental diseases. 

The causes of insanity are briefly discussed, and 
the public will note with satisfaction that Dr. Tal- 
cott asserts that hereditary insanity, which many 
alarmists have declared was increasing with startling 
rapidity, is in reality decreasing, a great reluctance 
being manifested to marrying into families the mem- 
bers of which are insane, while in nearly every 
instance those inheriting an insane taint develop it 
early in life and die young. Inherent predispositions 
to insanity are assigned to pre-natal influences—hys. 
teria on the part of the mother, drunkenness on the 
part of the father, and others similar thereto, while 
among the acquired predispositions are mentioned 
imperfect nutrition; injury to the brain in child- 
hood ; fear ; overtaxing undeveloped physical powers ; 
unwise forcing of the mind; unnatural sexual ex- 
citement. Worry and overwork are mentioned as the 
most common exciting causes of insanity, and the 
means of preventing insanity are, therefore, evident. 

The executive ability of the Superintendent in 
managing this large institution with its farm of 240 
acres, which has become so productive as to furnish 
a considerable portion of the fruit and vegetables 
used, and the untiring zeal and skill which he and 
his medical staff have shown in their work, deserve, 
and have received, the hearty and grateful commen- 


dation of the profession and the State. 














April, 1885. ] 





BIBLIOGRAPHIVAL. 23 








ANTIPYRIN. 


THE number of new drugs every year introduced 
with wonderful claims for their specific action and 


great value is a source of annoyance to the druggist | 


and the physician, who find, by careful and repeated 
experiments, only occasionally one which will stand 
the test and which has a future. Possibly the new 
compound, first prepared a few months since by 
Knou, of Erlangen, and to which, on account of its 
antipyretic action, he gave the name of antipyrin, may 
share the fate of so many of its predecessors and be 
found unsafe or of less value than other drugs of a 
wider and more thoroughly established range of ac- 
tion. Since its first introduction, a few months ago, 
it has been used in this city in several of the large 
hospitals and by a large number of physicians in 
Europe and in this country in private practice, and 
There 


are times when the physician feels that unless he can 


its range of action pretty thoroughly tested. 


speedily lower the temperature of his patient, vitality 
will burn out, and in these cases antipyrin comes 
in with tremendous power in rapidly reducing the 
heat, and, if carefully managed, without any unpleas- 
ant effects to the patient. The drug is readily dis- 
solved in water and is not particularly unpleasant to 
the taste. Its cost is about the same as that of 
quinine. It has been found, by careful experiment, 
that the beneficial effects of the drug are best ob- 
tained in doses of half a gramme (seven grains and a 
half) given every two hours until the temperature 
falls, when it should be discontinued, for if pushed 
too far it is followed by profuse perspiration and great 
exhaustion, The temperature falls gradually and re- 
mains low for several hours. When it begins to rise, 
a dose or two will send it down again. The depres- 
sion of temperature is accompanied by a diminution 
of the pulse frequency, and when it diminishes rap- 


Un- 


pleasant secondary effects have not been noticed ex- 


idly it is often followed by profuse perspiration. 


cepting that in one or two instances vomiting was pro- 


duced. During the changes of temperature there is 


it has been found entirely useless in intermittent fever. 


Dr, Guttman reports a large number of observations 
in which the drug showed its wonderful power of 
reducing the temperature. Among the number were 
six cases of fibrous pneumonia, six of typhoid, two 
each of scarlatina and facial erysipelas, one each 
of variola, morbilli, exudative pleuritis, erysipelas 
cruris, bronchial phlegmon, and four cases of phthisis 
Dr. C. A. Tinker, of 
this city, reports several cases of typhoid fever and 


pulmonalis with high fever. 


preumonia, in which he thinks that the diseases were 
very much modified and shortened by the use of the 
drug. Thus far the observations of the profession 
have tended to establish on a firm basis the value of 
antipyrin in controlling high temperature, giving us 
an exceedingly valuable agent in emergencics where 


we often fail. 
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never any complaint made of chilliness, as there is from 


kairine, which is so unpleasant to patients that some | 
refuse to take it, and which will probably be entirely | 
supplanted by the newer applicant for professional 
favor, Notwithstanding the drug resembles, to a cer- 
tain extent, quinine in its action upon the temperature, | 


THE SCIENCE AND ART OF SURGERY. A Treatise on Sur 
gical Injuries, Diseases and Operations. By John Eric 
Erichsen, F.R.S., LL.D., F.R.C.S., Surgeon Extraordi-. 
nary to her Majesty the Queen ; Ex President of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of England and of the Royal 
Medical and Chirurgical Society ; Emeritus Professor of 
Surgery and of Clinical Surgery in University College ; 
Consulting Surgeon to University College Hospital, and to 
many other medical charities. English Edition. Revised 
and edited by Marcus Beck, M. 8. and M, B, Lond. F.R.C.8., 
Surgeon to University College Hospital, and Professor of 
Clinical Surgery in University College, London. With 
nine hundred and eighty-four engravings on wood. Vol. 
Il, Philadelphia ; Lea Brothers & Co., 1885. Pp. 1205. 

What we said in review of the first volume of this most ex 
cellent treatise, in our January issue, could well be empha 
sized respecting the one now under consideration, In addition 
to the usual subjects, is an appendix in which corrosive sub- 
limate as an antiseptic is thoroughly considered. The work, 
as a whole, is sufficiently concise to answer as a hand-book, 
and the subjects are also treated sufficiently in extenso for most 
purposes. In conclusion, our readers can make no mistake 
in placing these volumes upon their shelves. 


COCAINE AND ITs USE IN OPHTHALMIC AND GENERAL Sur- 
GERY. By H. Knapp, M.D., Professor of Ophthalmology 
in the Medical Department of the University of the 
City of New York, reprinted from the Archives of Oph- 
thalmology, December, 1884, with Supplementary Contri- 
butions by Drs. F. H. Bosworth, R. J. Hall, E, L. Keyes, 
H. Knapp and Wm. M,. Polk. New York and London : 
G,. P. Putnam's Sons. 1885. Pp. 87. 

This little volume contains the collection, so faras available, 
of all that is known of this wonderful alkaloid, which has be- 


come so rapidly popular as a local anesthetic. The book will 


be found useful by all those who may have occasion to em- 
ploy cocaine in the manner indicated. 
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THE DraGNosis AND TREATMENT OF CHRONIC NASAL 
CaTARRH. By George Morewood Lefferts, A.M., M.D. 
Lambert & Co., publishers, St. Louis. 

Dr. Lefferts, who is one of the most popular and successful 
of our New York specialists, has given, in a very clear and 
condensed form, the description and treatment of a disease 


which the physician meets with more frequently in this country | 


than almost any other. The text is illustrated with various 
instruments and their manner of use. Among the formulas 
of remedies used we perceive that Listerine forms a very im- 
portant part, 


OBITUARY. 


MEMORIAL OF FELIX R. McMANUS, M.D. 





Diep—On Tuesday morning, March 3, Felix R. McManus, 
M.D., in the 78th year of his age. 

Dr. McManus commenced the practice of medicine on the 
26th of April, 1829, and eight years and a half later (1837) he 
became a convert to the teachings of Hahnemann, 

He assisted, in 1844, at the organization of the American 
Institute of Homceopathy, was once President, and for more 
than twenty years has been a member of the Board of Censors. 

The cause of death was paralysis. Seated at his desk, pre- 
paring medicine for a patient, he suddenly lost the use of his 
right side, and would have fallen to the floor but for timely 
assistance, In less than five days he breathed his last. Of 
Dr. McManus it may truly be said, he died in the harness, 

So well known is his professional history that it is but neces- 
sary to refer to his colleagues of the American Institute, and 


to the Transactions of the World’s Convention of Homeopathy, | 


of 1876, Vol. I., where the record may be found. 

On the evening of March 4, 1885, a meeting of the homceo- 
pathic physicians of Baltimore, was held at the residence of 
Dr. M. Hammond (an early pupil of Dr. McManus), for the 


purpose of drafting resolutions relative to the death of Dr. | 
} 


McManus. Dr. J. Lloyd Martin was called to the chair and 
Dr. Eldridge C, Price chosen Secretary of the meeting. 


Remarks were made by Drs, Hammond, Martin, Shearer | 
and Elias C, Price, eulogistic of the virtues of the deceased, | 


calling attention to the privations and general discouragement 
attending the pioneer efforts of this strong-willed man, which 
were impossible to be fully realized by those of us who are but 
reaping the benefits derived from the results of his labors. He 
bore the highest moral character, and was strict in the obser- 
vance of his religious duties. Their professional relations 
with Dr. McManus were fraught with pleasant reminiscences 
and the instructions received from him were highly prized. 

The following resolutions were adopted : 

‘* Whereas, God in His wisdom has removed from our midst 
Dr, Felix R. McManus, the oldest practitioner and pioneer of 
homeeopathy in this State ; therefore, 

“* Resolved, That we, the homeopathic physicians of Balti- 
more, have heard, with great regret, of the death of Dr. Me- 
Manus,and desire to express our sense of the great loss sustained 
not only by the community in which he so long practiced, and 


which always found in him a skilful and sympathetic physi- | 


cian, but also by his confréres, to whom he was ever a wise 
and prudent counsellor. 

‘* Resolved, That we tender to his bereaved family our heart- 
felt sympathy in the loss they have sustained. 

‘* Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent by the 
Secretary to the family, and to the daily papers and medical 
journals.” 

THOMAS SHEARER, M.D., Chairman, 
M. BREWER, M.D., 


Committee. 
Exias C, Price, M,D., 
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| CORRESPONDENCE. 


OUR LONDON LETTER. 





| To the Editors of the N.Y. Medical Times : 

At the last meeting of the British Homeopathic Society it was 
resolved to discontinue the separate publication of the Annals 
of the Society. The papers and discussions will, if the resolu- 
tion is confirmed at the annual meeting, in the future be printed 

| in the Monthly Homavopathic Review, on a separate sheet, sepa- 
rately paged, sothat they may, if desired, be bound ina separate 
| volume, as before. This will have the effect of making known 
the Society’s work to a large public, and, at the same time, of 
| adding to the importance of the Review. Now that the British 
Journal is dropped, and the Annals amalgamated with the Re- 
view, there remain but two journals devoted to homeeopathy in 
(ireat Britain, the Review and the Homwopathic World. And 
a change is taking place regarding the latter. Dr. Burnett, 
with whose vigorous editing all are familiar, finds the time at 
his disposal too limited to warrant him in keeping the editor- 
ship in his own hands. I have therefore been asked and have 
consented to take his place. Beginning with the May num- 
ber, the responsibility for the Journal will rest upon me. Sup- 
ported, as I hope to be, by many old friends, and not least by 
Dr. Burnett himself, I trust the concentration of journalistic 
| effort will prove altogether a benefit to the cause. 

At the next meeting of the British Homeopathic Society we 

A 
The secrecy that surrounds those mys- 


are promised a discussion of Count Mattei’s remedies. 
treat is anticipated. 
terious productions is their greatest charm, and their sugges. 
tive name is their next greatest. It is hard to believe that an 
‘*anti-bilious pill” won’t necessarily dispel a bilious attack ; 
but when we have electricity and homaopathy combined in 
the name of the ‘‘ system ”"—electro-homceopathy—and such 
absolutely irresistible designations as ‘*‘ anti-scrofuloso,” “ anti- 
canceroso,” and the rest, not forgetting the delicious ‘ anti- 
febrifugo,” there is no wonder that strong heads are turned, 
The use of the preparations of the ridiculous old Count has 
spread enormously, and has found not a few believers among 
the profession. It is the latter fact that has induced Dr. 
Baynes to read the paper, and so it is not unlikely that the 
personal element may creep into the discussion. 

There is a great fuss now being made about securing a 
Teaching University for London. Originally stated, as for 
the purpose of testing knowledge, wherever required, and 
stamping it by the granting of degrees to those who stand the 
test, the University has done excellent work, and has enabled 
many a one who would never have been able to afford the ex- 
pense of living at one of the older universities to take a valua- 
ble degree. Then, why all this fuss? Looking a little below 
the surface, the enthusiasm of the teaching part of the med- 
ical profession in the metropolis for making the University a 
teaching as well as an examining body, is a little too plain. 
The London degree has maintained its high character purely 
| by reason of the thoroughness and difficulty of its examina- 
tions. This has necessarily limited the number of graduates, 
and driven the less able candidate for University degrees to 
less exacting universities. Now that the Colleges of Physicians 
and Surgeons have united their forces and obligingly doubled 
their fees, a further diminution in the number of London 
students has taken place, at the expense of the London 
teachers’ pockets. What is to be done? Happy thought! 
Make the London University a teaching as well as an examin- 
ing body! For why? In anarticle on the scheme the Spectator 
| (February 28) has hit upon the true answer. It says : 


| 
| 
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‘*The only remarkable feature of the debate was the very 
frank confession of Sir Joseph Lister that the medical schools 
in London wholly disapprove of the medical examinations of 
the University, and wish to see them reduced in difficulty, at 
least ’—and here is the point—“‘ for the students of these med- 
ical schools.” 

That is to say, the enthusiasts for this scheme want to bribe 
students to come to London to study, by offering them a degree 
on cheaper terms. ‘This, of course, is easy enough, when the 
examiners are themselves the teachers, as would then be the 
case. So much for the ‘‘ medical morality” of the new Lon- 
don University scheme! There is a great flourish at present. 
I don’t think it will come to much. 

Sir Joseph Lister has lately performed another ‘‘ brain 
surgery ” operation, with full Listerian precautions, 
mer case, as you will doubtless have seen, ended fatally in a very 
short time after the man’s recovery was confidently announced, 
and the post-mortem examination showed that the tumor, in- 


stead of having been taken from the ascending frontal convo- | 


lution, where it was diagnosed to be, and whence the surgeon 
thought he had extracted it, had been taken from the ascend- 
ing parietal convolution, which the surgeon had blundered 
upon in mistake for the other! Sir Joseph Lister's ease has 
been kept very quiet. ‘‘ F, R. 8.” has not had a word to say 
about it in the Zimes. He isassilentas the grave. So are all 
concerned, including the patient, Atthe operation there were 
present Professors Ferrier and Yeo, Dr. Bennett, Mr. Sidlee 
and the rest of the ‘‘collegers.” No tumor was found, but 
tiluid came out which was said to be from a cyst. 1 want: to 
find out if it isa true report which says that the post-mortem 
examination showed that this was a mistake—it was cerebro- 
spinal fluid let out from one of the lateral ventricles, and the 
“cuticle” tumor was found in the pons varolii! The report 
does not say how soon after the operation the post-mortem was 
Perhaps this case will be published some day in 
future aspiring brain meddlers. 


performed. 
detail for the warning of 
Perhaps it won't. 
Yours fraternally, 
15 St. George's Terrace, ) 
Gloucester Road, 8. W., March, 1885, § 


Joun H. CLARKE, M.D. 


STATE MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS. 


To the Editors of the N. Y. Medical Times : 
THERE is now rampant in certain medical circles (allopathie, 
homeeopathic and eclectic) an idea for the advancement of 


medical education and for the establishment of a higher status | 


of medical acquirements than is taught in the medical insti- 
tutions of the State of New York. 

These desirable ends are hoped to be attained by political 
measures—in other words, by the establishment of State exam- 
ining boards. ‘To this end all those who desire to practice 
medicine or surgery in the State of New York, after having 
duly fulfilled the requirements of the charters of the colleges 
granted by the Legislature (and, in the New York Homeo- 
pathic Coilege, having also passed an examination before 
censors who are in no other way connected with the insti- 
tution) should be compelled to appear before an additional 
board, and pass an additional examination. Now, sir, I de- 
sire to amend this bill by asking that, after the appointment 


of a board of examiners, not only the newly-graduated men, | 


but every doctor in the State of New York under fifty years 
of age (I am fifty-tvro) be made to undergo a rigorous examin- 
ation. With such amendment I would be very much in favor 
of such legislation. If it be desired, however, to effectually 
kill the bill, let it provide that everyman and woman now 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The for- | 


25 


practicing or desiring to practice medicine in this State be 
subjected to an examination (the technology of the new 
chemistry alone would smother me at once) of the most severe 
It would soon, I think, be apparent that such 
a method would become decidedly unpopular. Legislative 
education is bound to drift into political education. The 
real medical scholar will fade from the boards, the political 
doctors will eventually assume control, red tape and cir- 
cumlocution will prevail, and the aid for which—no doubt 
in good faith—-such legislative enactments are desired will be 
MEDICUus, 


character. 


certainly thwarted. 

[The retroactive legislation proposed by our face- 
tious correspondent is too impractical for serious con- 
sideration, but there ought to be a way in which the 
political element could be divorced from the educa- 
tional, and an honest impartial examining board, re- 
gardless of sect, be organized. There is enough in 
medicine that is common to all to form the basis of 
the questions which could properly be propounded, 
and which would show sufliciently the knowledge 
possessed by applicants, and this would rid us of 
that miserable complication of sectarianism which has 
blocked the way so long.—Ebs, | 


DR. GREGG’S ROTTING FIBRIN. 


To the Editors of the N. Y. Medical Times: 

I SKE in an article by Dr. R. R. Gregg, entitled ‘* Rotting 
Fibrin and the Critical Days of Disease,’ contained in the cur- 
rent number of your journal, that the writer admits the ex- 
istence of ‘ sprouting cells” in rotting fibrin. 

Before more distinctly pronouncing his present view that 
‘*the vitality—the fibrin—receives the impression of the poi- 
son of a contagious disease and develops it, or allows it to be 
developed,” I trust he will agree with the rest of the world 
in using the name ‘‘ bacteria” for those * cell organizations 
of a much higher order than the mere rods, threads and net- 
works that the granules of fibrin alone will build and rebuild 
| themselves into, when they have nothing to feed upon, so to 

speak, that is, no other material to work with.” 
Trusting that | have truly noted the sense of the writing 
| mentioned, without trespassing upon your valuable space, | 


am, dear sirs, 
Very respectfully yours, 
No. 162 West 34th Street, ) 
New York, March 3, 1885. § 


Warer Y. Cown, 


DROPPING THE NAME. 
To the Editors of the N. Y. Medical Times: 

In your editorial of the last number of the MepicaL TIMES 
you find fault with the American Institute of Homoeopathy 
for retaining its distinctive—and what you call sectarian— 


name. It seems to me as long as we consider the homeo- 


pathic law of cure a great truth and which more or less per- 


vades all the auxiliary branches of medicine with the excep- 
| tion of operative surgery, chemistry, midwifery, anatomy and 
physiology, we must distinguish ourselves from other medical 
societies by some distinctive name, particularly as the culti- 
vation and improvement of the homeopathic materia medica 
and practice of medicine are the chief objects of the American 
| Institute. When once the great mass of physicians have ac- 

knowledged the value of this law as a therapeutic guide, the 














name can then also be dropped. That this boon has not been 
achieved it is impossible to deny. As to myself, the longer I 
practice (now upwards of forty-seven years) the more I am 
convinced of the truth of our law of cure, At the same time, 
I must acknowledge that the similarity, in order to be truly 
effective in practice, must not be merely similar by the 
symptoms, but also by the pathological resemblance, and this 
is often difficult to define. 

For this purpose very extended and thorough physiological, 
as well as anatomical, studies and provings on man as well as 
animals will be necessary. 

Very truly yours, 

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 6, 1884. 


C, NEIDHARD. 


| We must apologize to our esteemed correspondent | 


for the delay in the publication of his valued com- 
munication, which was mislaid. If the chief object 
of the American Institute were ‘the cultivation and 
improvement of the homeopathic materia medica 
and practice of medicine,” the case would be differ- 
ent, but the published transactions show that the 
great bulk of its doings belong to the general domain 
of medicine, as they should, and from our stand- 
point it would be much more proper to make a 
bureau for the special department of this branch of 
therapeutics, and avoid branding the society un- 
justly. The designation ‘* homeopathic” is mis- 
leading and points in the direction of quackery, and 
the sooner it is abandoned, the better it will be for 
the real principles upon which it is founded.—Eps, | 


TRANSLATIONS, GLEANINGS, ETC. 


LOCHIA AS A ProGNostic SiGN IN LyING-IN WoMEN.—Dr. 
Lefévre in his 7'Aése de Paris, states that there is an intimate 
connection between the odor of lochial discharges and the 
presence of micro-organisms in the vagino-uterine fluids of the 
suites de couche. When the lochia are inodorous, no trace of 
microbes can be found. But every time they become fetid, 
micro-organisms appear in full proportion to the bad odor 
they may have. ‘The fact has been more or less believed, but 
the late important researches of Dr. Lefévre have carried the 
matter to a perfectly clear scientific demonstration. 
session of this precious diagnostic sign, the physician shouid 
never neglect an attentive examination of the lochia. 
the discharges remain inodorous he may rest tranquil. 


In pos. 
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Whilst | 
When 


they become fetid, puerperal infection is imminent, and it | 
becomes necessary to combat it by the use of appropriate | 


means, 





SuPPoRTING THE PeERtN&UM.—In the Clinique @ Accouche- | 
ments at Paris, Depaul in one of his last lectures said ; ‘‘1.| 


never support the perineum ; I am contented with supporting 
the head of the foetus and preventing it from emerging too 
suddenly.” Often, when the perineum has been supported, 
it has been found on withdrawing the hand that a rent has 
been made in the perineum by the hand itself. For this reason 
Depaul said, support the head, but leave the perineum alone. 





CAFFEINE is recommended, by an English writer, in doses 
of five grains three times a day in Bright’s disease with scanty 
urine loaded with albumen and with ascites and general 
anascarca, 
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Tue Loca, TREATMENT OF LARYNGEAL TUBERCULOSIS.— 
Dr. Gouguenheim (Bull. Gén. de Thérap., May 30, 1884) lays 
down some general rules for the local treatment of tubercu- 
losis of the larynx. He divides the treatment into: 1, The 
use of medicated solutions. 2. That of solid applications, or 
crayons, 38. That of the galvanic cautery. 4. Surgical opera- 
tions—partial avulsion, tracheotomy, or extirpation of the 
larynx. The use of crayons he does not approve of, believing 
it to be more defective, less convenient, and more difficult to 
support than the use of fluid applications. He makesan excep- 
tion of iodoform, but prefers to use even that on a small 
sponge with a holder, 

He gives the following general rules for the use of the gal- 
vanic cautery : 1. When dysphagia is due to increase in the 
size of the epiglottis, the weekly applications of the cautery ata 
few points brings about a rapid and lasting benefit. 2. When 
dysphagia is due to swelling of the folds and of the arytenoid 
region, cauterization is more painful than in the former case, 
and is not followed by the same good results. 3. When the 
vestibule and superior vocal cords are involved, the cautery 
is well borne, but the effects are not so good as in the first 
ease. 4, When the larynx is the seat of numerous vegetations, 
cauterization is absolutely indicated, and should always be 
preferred to avulsion. 5. When the inferior vocai cords are 
thickened and covered with vegetations, they may be cauter 
ized with advantage, but only if they are movable and if there 
is no stenosis. 6. When the vocal cords are approximated 
and cannot be separated, and stenosis exists either by spasm 
of the adductors or paralysis of the dilators, there is danger in 
carrying the caustic into the interior of the larynx ; but this 
danger is less than that which follows fluid applications. As 
to the avulsion of vegetations, he believes it to be bad practice. 
It is painful, and creates wounds which may serve as points 
of inoculation. He much prefers the galvanic cautery. He 
enumerates the indications for tracheotomy as follows: 1. 
With a tuberculous patient, where the lesions in the lungs 
are not extensive, the general state is satisfactory, and the tem- 
perature nearly normal ; when frequent attacks of suffocation 
are caused by the laryngeal stenosis. 2. The existence of ex- 
tensive pulmonary disease does not contra-indicate the opera- 
tion if the temperature is normal and the digestive functions 
are undisturbed. 





Tue First ELectrictan.—In the latest issue of the Ascle 
piad, Dr. Richardson introduces his readers to a remarkable 
character in medicine some three hundred years ago, and one 
who, in addition to becoming President of the Royal College 
of Physicians of London, and ‘‘the friend and physician” of 
Queen Elizabeth, was also entitled to be called the first elec 
trician. This worthy was Dr. William Gilbert, author of De 
Magnete, a work which has formed the basis of all researches 
in magnetism since the time when its writer left it as a record 
of his onerous and philosophical labors in this department of 
natural science. 





HEMORRHOIDS.—Hypodermic injections into the tumor of 
carbolic acid and olive oil has long been used with consider- 
able success. A writer in the Medical World gives the for- 
mula for a preparation which he thinks very much superior, 
viz. : Carbolic acid, one ounce, creosote twenty drops, olive 
oil and glycerine of each one ounce, all united by a water bath. 
The curative power of this combination, it is claimed, is due to 
the coagulation of the blood supplying the tumor, and that it 
atrophies instead of sloughing, as is the case with many of the 
popular remedies now used, 
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This perforated bandage can be manufactured by the surgeon 
himself in a short while, by taking, for instance, the rubber 
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NEW BANDAGE FOR CHRONIC ULCERS.—The bandage is | 
an ordinary rubber one, perforated in its entire length, the 
size and relative proximity of the perforations being deter- | 
mined by the needs of the case, or the fancy of the surgeon. | 


bandage of Mr. Martin, or any other of good make, agd with a | 


saddler’s punch making the requisite number of perforations ; 
and can be still more easily and better accomplished by em- 
ploying the plaster perforator described by Prof. J. P. Rem- 
ington in the American Journal of Pharmacy, page 171, 1878, 
consisting of a wheel attached to a handle, said wheel con- 
taining sixteen punches, which can be rolled over the bandage 
with the desired effect. In the treatment of chronic ulcers 
elastic pressure is recognized as one of the best methods we 
possess for dealing with this class of troublesome antl unsat- 
isfactory cases. Now, the special advantages I claim for this 
dressing are cleanliness and continuous pressure, combined 
with perfect drainage (this latter the great desideratum in the 
treatment of suppurating surfaces), For example, suppose we 
have before us an old, indolent ulcer of the leg, of large ex- 
tent, worm-eaten appearing surface, and secreting an offen- 
sive discharge. Such an ulcer I would dress in this wise : 
First. The free use of a deodorizing wash, say a solution of 
permanganate of potassium in tepid water ; then, after dry- 
ing, | would apply my perforated rubber bandage, from be 
low upward, evenly and with moderate and equalized pressure. 
Second, Cover this completely with sufficient absorbent 
cotton to take up all discharge until the next dressing. 
Third. Apply over the cotton an ordinary cotton bandage, 
with enough firmness to hold it in place. In this dressing 
the good effects of elastic pressure are obtained, while this 
pressure produces free drainage through the perforations, 
where the discharge is at once absorbed by the cotton. The 





dressing can be changed daily, when the bandage may be | 


washed with soap and water, and then reapplied as before ; 
or the surgeon, if he be a disciple of Lister, may apply the 
whole with antiseptic precautions.—C. W. HEFFINGER, Med. 
Bulletin, Sept., 1884. 





AN INTERESTING OUTBREAK OF HorsE-Pox.—At a recent 
meeting of the French Académie de Medécine, as we learn 
from the Gazette Hebd. de Med. et de Chirurgie, M. Blachez 
related the particulars of an outbreak of casual ‘‘ horse-pox ” 
among the she-asses used for giving suck to the inmates of a 
nursery where only syphilitic children, or children supposed 
to be syphilitic, are received. One of the children was found 
to have a large ulcer on the lower lip, with considerable 
swelling of the part, and at the same time a deep, indurated, 
discharging excoriation was found on the teat of an ass that 
had suckled the child. It was ascertained that, a fortnight 
before, the same ass had suckled a child with a specific ulcer 
of the tongue. It was hastily inferred that this child had 
infected the ass and (mediately) the first child with syphilis, 
but Professor Bouley, the veterinarian, was asked to investigate 
the case, and he decided that the disease was really ‘‘ horse- 
pox,” originating from a vaccinated child. The disease spread 
among the asses of the establishment, and ‘‘cow-pox ” was 
produced in two cows by inoculation from one of the asses. 





JACARANDA LANCTIFOBIATA.—A writer in the Lancet re- 
commends from twenty to thirty minims of the fluid extract 
of this drug for gonorrhcea, He gives it three or four times a 
day in the acute stage and less frequently in gleet. There are 
no unpleasant after-effects. 


| opposed, 
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Dr. H. C. Woon’s Sypatiric Test.—I ask no ques- 
tions, but apply the touchstone where I have reason to sus- 
pect any disorder. It is a serious matter to mercurialize a 
patient, but it does no harm to produce iodism, so that when 
making the test | always employ iodide of potassium. If I find 
that ten grains three times a day produces symptoms of iodism, 
I am sure that the case if not one of specific disorder. If, on 
the other hand, the patient takes from one-half to one 
drachm of iodide of potassium and waxes fat thereon, I am 
almost sure that he is the subject of specific disease. ‘There 
are some persons, not syphilitic, who will stand large doses of 
iodide of potassium, but such cases are rare, so that when a pa- 
tient will take half a drachm of the remedy three or four times 
aday it may be concluded that he is syphilitic. I say this with 
one reservation, Persons who have gradually accustomed 
themselves to the use of iodide of potassium, as, for instance, 
those who are asthmatic, will stand large doses of this drug, 
even when not suffering from syphilis 
will be the history of the long-continued use of this remedy. 
You must remember, also, that there is a syphilitic asthma, so 
that the relations of iodide of potassium to asthma are in many 
cases easily explainable.—Gaillard’s Medical Journal, 


In such a case there 


NOTHNAGEL ON THE TREATMENT OF FEVER.—Speaking 
of the needless alarm felt by physicians at the presence of a 
moderately high temperature, Nothnagel, in an address before 
the Society of Physicians of Vienna, says : I would not neglect 
this opportunity of lifting up my voice in this place against 
the (I can give it no other name) abuse which has prevailed 
almost universally in practice, of wishing to treat fever d tout 
prix. If the physician is called toa patient who fell ill yes- 
terday, and to-day has a temperature of 38.5 C, [101° F.] or 
38.7 C. [101.6 F.], a positive diagnosis cannot be made, since no 
certain local affection is yet to be discovered. His treatment 
consists in ordering quinine or some other antipyretic. In 
order not to do any harm, a small dose is prescribed, but, at 
any rate, quinine is given with the idea that the fever must be 
I am firmly convinced, and hope that this false and 
erroneous use of quinine which is at present the fashion will 
after a time again disappear. According to my conviction, 
with which many other investigators agree, fever, in a very 
large number of cases, belongs to the most beneficial influences, 
to those phenomena and processes of reaction which we may 
regard as compensatory. What ré/e these compensatory pro 
cesses play we know not. Temperatures which exceed 40° C, 
[104° F.] must, however, be energetically controlled, but tem- 
peratures of 39° [102.2° F.] do not require such vigorous treat- 
ment, especially in diseases which run a brief course. In 
short, it may be said that a temperature which does not ex- 
ceed 40° C, [104° F.] does not injure the patient 





Papayotin.—According to the Deutsche Medizinal-Zeitung, 
this comparatively new vegetable ferment acts as a digestive 
in either an acid, an alkaline or a neutral liquid, and it is 
suggested as a valuable preparation for use in rectal alimenta- 
tion. By reason of its solvent power, it has been employed 
as alocal application in diphtheria. Diphtheritic membranes 
are rapidly dissolved by it, and the reporter expresses the 
greatest confidence:in the drag for this purpose, The only 
efficient preparations have been imported from South America. 





EquiseTUM HYEMALE AND CRACKED TONGUE.—“ I gave 
her equisetum 2x because her tongue was cracked. Clinicians 
may note this valuable little wrinkle, i.¢., cracked tongue— 
equisetum,.”—Dr. BURNETT. 
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THE PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS IN INFANCY.—The fol. | THE TREATMENT OF DIABETES MELLITUS.—Dr. Austin 


lowing instructions, based upon the directions of the Society 
for the Prevention of Blindness, have been issued by a com- 
mittee of the Manchester and Salford Sanitary Association, 
for the information of mothers and nurses : 

One of the most frequent causes of blindness is the inflam- 
mation of the eyes of new-born babies. 
which can be entirely prevented by cleanliness, and always 
cured if taken in time, 

The essential precautions against the disease are : 


Flint, Jr., contends, in the Jour. Amer. Med. Ass'n, July 12, 


| 1884, that in the treatment of this disease our main reliance 


rests with dietetic measures—that is, the exclusion of ordi- 
nary bread, cake, etc., and everything made with fiour and 


| 
sugar, all desserts containing flour and sugar, and sweet 


Yet this is a disease | 


1. Immediately after the birth of the baby, and before anything | 


else is done, wipe the eyelids and all parts surrounding the 
eyes with a soft, dry linen rag; soon afterwards wash these 
parts with tepid water before any other part is touched. 

2. Avoid exposing the baby to cold air; do not take it into 
the open air in cold weather; dress the infant warmly and 
cover its head, because cold is also one of the causes of this 
eye-disease, 

When the disease appears it is easily and at once recognized 
by the redness, swelling and heat of the eyelids, and by the 
discharge of yellowish white matter from the eyes. Jmmedi- 
ately on.the appearance of these signs seek the advice of a 
medical man ; but in the meantime proceed at once to keep 
the eyes as clean as possible by very frequently cleansing 
away the discharge. Jt is the discharge which dues the mischief. 

The cleansing of the eye is best done in this way : 

1. Separate the eyelids with the finger and thumb, and 
wash out the matter by allowing a gentle stream of lukewarm 
water to run between them from a piece of rag or cotton-wool 
held two or three inches above the eyes. 

2. Then move the eyelids up and down and from side to side 
in a gentle, rubbing way, to bring out the matter below them ; 
then wipe it or wash it off in the same manner. This cleans- 
ing will take three or four minutes, and it is to be repeated 
regularly every half hour at first, and later, if there is less 
discharge, every hour, 

3. The saving of the sight depends entirely on the greatest 
care and attention to cleanliness. Small pieces of clean rag 


are better than a sponge, as each rag is to be used once only | 


and then burnt immediately ; sponges should never be used 
except they are burnt after each washing. 

4. A little washed lard should be smeared occasionally along 
the edges of the eyelids to prevent them from sticking. 

Special Warning.—Of all the mistaken practices which 
ignorance is apt to resort to, none is more ruinous than the 
use of poultices. Let them be dreaded and shunned as the 
destroyers of a new-born baby’s sight. ‘lea leaves and sugar of 
lead lotion are equally conducive to terrible mischief, stopping 
the way as they do to the only right course to be taken. 





LEMON JUICE IN DipHtTHERIA.—Dr, Gartoyski, of Califor, 
nia, writes to the Lancet that he has long been accustomed to 
use fresh lemon juice as the only remedy in the severest cases 
of diphtheria, a practice which he learned from the Chinese. 
The juice is drank either in the form of lemonade or in the 
clear state. No statistics are given, but the author speaks 
highly of the benefit derived from this.simple treatment. 





EXTERNAL APPLICATION OF ETHER FOR VomItTING.—The 
Paris Médical credits Dr. Galcedan with this suggestion: In 
a case of obstinate vomiting during pregnancy, after every 
remedy has been tried in vain, he applied some ether directly 
to the skin of the epigastrium. The effect was surprising : 
the patient inspired deeply several times, and ceased vomiting 
at once. Whatever may be the explanation of its action, this 
mode of treatment is certainly worth an extended trial. 








fruit. The diet table contains all kinds of flesh and meats, 
eggs in any shape, shell fish, tea and coffee with a little cream 
and no sugar (glycerine may be used instead of sugar). 
Of vegetables he permits truffles, lettuce, chicory, endive, 
cucumbers, spinach, sorrel, beet tops, cauliflower, cabbage, 
Brussels sprouts, dandelions, tomatoes, radishes, oyster- plant, 
celery, onions, string-beans, water-cresses, asparagus, Jeru- 
salem artichokes, parsley, mushrooms, and all kinds of herbs, 

While alcohol must be usually interdicted, in certain cases 
claret, burgundy, dry sherry, Bass’s ale or bitter beer may be 
allowed. 

As to general treatment, he advises all measures promoting 
a healthy action of the skin, the avoidance of much, if any, 
mental work, systematic muscular exercise, and the protec- 
tion of the body by warm clothing. 

As to medicinal treatment, the use of sulphide of calcium 
if boils exist, and the arsenite of bromine, Clemen’s solution, 
the liquor brom. arsen., consisting of a chemical union of 
arsenious acid and bromine, dissolved in water and glycerine 
in such proportions that two drops represent the twenty- 
fourth part of a grain of the arsenite of bromine. This is to 
be taken after meals. 





CALOMEL IN VERY MINUTE DOSES IN THE TREATMENT OF 
PNEUMONIA.—The value of this means was suggested to 
Chapois (Bull. Gen. de Thérap., July 30, 1884), by his experi- 
ence with a case of pneumonia in a child twelve years of age, 
in which blisters, leeching and other means of treatment had 
been unavailing. The eighteenth day of the disease had been 
reached and still resolution had not begun, nor had the fever 
abated. It then occurred to him to try the administration of 
calomel, in doses of two milligrams every hour, Twenty-four 
hours later the patient was revisited, and was found to have a 
moist skin and a pulse of eighty per minute. The tongue was 
also moist and a sub-crepitant ré/e reduaz could be heard over the 
affected lung. Recovery followed without interruption. The 
same treatment was subsequently used by the author in many 
cases of pneumonia, at all ages, with complete satisfaction. 
The phenomena which usually follow the use of this agent 
for twenty-four to forty-eight hours are the following :— 
Moisture of the skin, then of the tongue and the mouth ; next, 
a diminution of body heat, and of the sense of oppression. 
After fifteen or twenty doses have been taken there may be a 
fluid evacuation of the bowels. ? 


SULPHATE OF COPPER IN OBSTETRIC PRACTICE.—The Paris 
Médical publishes the following conclusions of M. Charpen- 
tier: (1) A solution of sulphate of copper, one to one hun- 
dred, is a most valuable antiseptic, especially in connection 
with midwifery. (2) The moderate price, absolute innocu- 
ousness and convenient form of this substance are strong rec- 
ommendations in its favor. (3) Aside from its antiseptic 
properties, sulphate of copper is also a well-known astringent, 
so that it can be used as a substitute for persulphate of iron, 
over which it possesses the special advantage of not retarding 
the healing of wounded surfaces. The solution may be used 
freely as an intra-uterine injection, without fear of unpleasant 
results ; in fact, a rapid and steady recovery has followed its 
use in many cases of post-partum hyperpyrexia. 
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COocAINE-HYDROCHLORATE.—Dr. Chas. Stedman Bull, in 
New York Medical Journal Nov. 29, 1884, gives the results of 
his physiological experiments with this substance, and de- 
scribes a number of cases in which it was employed prelim- 
inary to operations on the eye. He states that he has used 
the drug in more than one hundred and fifty cases, and has 
succeeded in producing complete anesthesia in all but three 
cases, while in these three cases the sensibility was decidedly 
diminished. He concludes as follows : 

‘Tt may thus be seen that almost all the various operations 
done upon the eyeball and inner surface of the lids, and on 


the tear passages, may be performed painlessly under the | 
The only operation on the | 


anesthetic influence of cocaine. 
eyeball in which it may not answer its purpose is that of 
enucleation ; and even in such an operation, excessively pain- 
ful as it is from the large number of the ciliary nerves involved, 
it may be possible, by a careful injection of a four-per-cent. 
solution beneath the conjunctiva and within the fibrous capsule 
of the eyeball, to bring about anwsthesia even of these deeper 
nerves, and thus make the operation a painless one. Looked 
at even from the most unsatisfactory standpoint, and without 
the clamour of a very excusable enthusiasm, the drug is a 
most valuable addition to the resources of ophthalmic surgeons, 
and relieves us, to a marked degree, from the thralldom of 
ether and chloroform, It may seem strange to the older 
members of the profession to hear such an expression as ‘ re- 
lief from the thralldom of ether and chloroform,’ as scarcely 
forty years have elapsed since Morton first employed ether to 
relieve the pain of any operation, But to the ophthalmic sur- 
geon the time necessarily occupied in complete etherization, 
the enormous engorgement of the ocular blood-vessels produced 
by the ether, the danger of vomiting which may occur at any 
stage of an operation, and the fact that almost any apparatus 
for producing answthesia by inhalation is in the way of the 
operator upon the eye, are all such serious objections that 
any degree of enthusiasm in the interests of a drug which 
certainly releases us from such a thraldom may well be par- 
doned. In plastic operations about the eyelids the drug has not 
been tried, and, owing to its very slight effect in diminishing 
the sensibility of the skin, it would probably prove of little 
avail. A four-per-cent. solution has proved very useful in 
the writer's hands in certain operations upon the membrana 
tympani and middle ear. Paracentesis of the drum-membrane 
has been performed three times with entire absence of pain. 
In one case of exuberant granulations springing from the ex- 
ternal surface of the drum-membrane and the auditory canal 
in the immediate vicinity, after one instillation of a four-per- 
cent. solution, these granulations were removed with a sharp 
scoop without causing any pain. 

‘« The action of the drug upon the swollen mucous membrane 
covering the nasal septum and turbinated bones, in cases of 
acute coryza, is very marked. The writer has used it in his 
own person, when suffering an attack of acute naso-pharyngeal 
catarrh, with almost complete occlusion of both nostrils. A 
probe covered with cotton was dipped into a four-per-cent. 
solution, and the entire surface of the septum and turbinated 
bones, as far as could be reached anteriorly, was painted 
with the solution. The same was also applied on a brush 
through the mouth to the posterior nares, and with such 
effect that in less than ten minutes both nostrils were entirely 
free, and remained so for about five hours, The swelling then 
returned, but to a less degree.” 


—F. Hebra's prescription for baldness is as follows (Med. 
and Surg. Reporter): 
k Tinct. macis...-..... 
Olei duleis,.... 


5 grams 
. 50 grams. M, 
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INFLUENCE OF TOBACCO SMOKE ON THE HUMAN AND LOWER 
ORGANISMS,—From a large number of experiments upon men 
and lower animals, Zulinski (Prz. Lek., No. 1., U. FF., 1884), 
arrives at the following conclusions : 

1. Tobacco-smoke, even in very small quantity, acts as a 
strong poison upon lower animals. 

2. Unless taken in very large quantity, its evil effects upon 
| the human system are scarcely to be compared to its action 
upon animals, 

3. The toxic action of tobacco-smoke does not depend solely 
upon the nicotine, for the smoke freed from it is still poison- 
ous, although in a less degree. 

4. The other toxic principle of the smoke is collodina, a 
body having alkaloidal properties. 

5. In addition to these, the smoke contains other ingredients 
which very speedily exhibit a poisonous action on the lower 
animals, ¢.g., carbonic oxide and prussic acid. 

The author has also made a quantitative estimate of the 
toxic powers of the different grades of tobacco, as well as of 
| the evils pertaining to the different methods of smoking. The 
most injurious method is cigar-smoking ; then come cigarettes ; 
next the pipe, and least of all, the water-pipe. The difference 
in the qualities of tobacco is not so great as would probably be 
theoretically supposed, although the quantity of nicotine in 
the different specimens varies to a great degree. Finally, the 
author comes to the conclusion that the pernicious effects 
of tobacco-smoking depend not upon the kind of tobacco con- 
sumed, but upon the method of its consumption.—St. Petersb. 
Medical Wochenschr., September 20, 1884. 


CoD-LIVER O11 AS A SureicAL Dressina.—J. E. Hainline, 
M.D., Iowa, gives his experience in the Medical and Surgical 
Reporter with the use of pure cod-liver oil as a surgical dressing. 
His experiments embrace a class of cases differing entirely 
from each other. In every instance the dressing seemed to 
increase activity, thereby promoting the healing process. 

The first case was one in which he had removed a tumor 
from the breast; the second, in which he had excised a scir- 
rhous breast; and third was an operation for necrosis of the 
tibia. 

He concludes his paper as follows : 

Thus I might go on citing over a hundred different cases 
in which the cod-liver oil, with the addition or carbolic acid, 
was the only dressing applied ; but will be content, for the 





present, with those above mentioned. 

In every case I was compelled to note the increased vitality. 

My experience with cod-liver oil as a surgical dressing has 
led me to use it exclusively, believing it to be superior to the 
olive oil generally used. 

To those who may desire to test the virtues of this new 
dressing, let me suggest thas they use the pvrest article to le 
Sound in the market. 


Just DiscoveRED.—Dr. J, Roche, in a paper on *‘ Syphilis 
and Mercury,” in the London Lancet, says : ‘‘ There is no doubt 
in my mind that mercury is the sheet anchor in syphilis. 1 
believe that the reason of its action is expressed by stmilia 
similibus curantur or rather que similia sunt in simile loco 
agunt. Mercury has its sphere of action in the same manner 
and place as syphilis; attacks the same organs in somewhat 


the same relativity ; it produces a similar fibrino-albuminous 





diathesis, and in excess or prolonged use it produces similar 
degenerations and similar interstitial destructions of tissues 
and organs as syphilis. I venture to add, it cures by supplant 
ing the virulence of the syphilitic action by one amenable to 
control.” 
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| 
A NEw MopeE OF OPERATION FOR FISTULA IN ANO.— | 
The operation for fistula in ano is not unfrequently followed 


by incontinence of feces or flatus even when skillfully per- 
formed after the most approved methods. By considering this 


fact, Dr. Edward W. Jenks was recently led to devise a process | 
similar to that employed for the repair of torn perinzeum, and | 


the chief points of which he indicates as follows in the Obstet- 
rie Gazette, April, 1884 : 
First, after determining the routes of the fistulous tracts, 


they are incised after the usual method, aiming in every in- | 
stance where the incision involves either sphincter muscle, to 


have the incision at right angles to the muscular fibres. The 
next step is to carefully dissect out the so-called pyogenic 
membrane, or all of the lardaceous tissue and the cartila- 
ginous substance along the route of the fistulae, ‘This can be 
done with curved scissors or a cutting curette. It is not un- 
usual to find several bleeding vessels in the fistulous tract ; 
these should be secured by torsion in preference to ligatures, 
but if ligatures become a necessity, then Chinese silk is to be 
preferred. The surgeon frequently finds, after cutting a 
fistula, that there are, overlapping the incision, portions of 
thin, livid skin of low vitality. This should be entirely cut 
away in all instances, but in the operation under consideration 
the edges of the incised skin should be pared until they can be 
brought together perfectly, and then, by deep sutures, the in- 
cised parts maintained in perfeet apposition until adhesion is ef- 
fected. For this latter purpose silver wire sutures, properly 
adjusted, are, without question, preferable to silk. If an open- 
ing into the rectumof the tract of the fistula is of such a height 
that its incision includes any portion of the internal sphincter, 
it is necessary to use additional sutures within the rectum to 
bring and maintain in apposition such incised parts as the ex- 
ternal sutures will fail todo, and for this purpose Chinese silk 
should be employed, If it is desirable to use stronger sutures 
the best material is *‘ ironized silk.” In case of there being 
several fistulous openings, an attempt to cure all of them by 
this new operation would probalfly result in failure, since, 
with several incisions left to heal by granulation when the 
sphincters are included, incontinence is sure to follow. For 
this reason, too much should not be attempted in one opera- 
tion. As regards the matter of adjusting sutures, the same 
exact rules cannot be followed as in other plastic operations 
about the pelvic organs, owing to the lack of uniformity in 
the shape and location of fistulae. Adherence to the general 
rules of surgery, the teachings of experience, and the inge- 
nuity of the operator are requisite in each individual case. 
The paper concludes as follows : 

1. In my own opinion, while this mode of operating is not 
adapted to every form and variety of anal fistule, I believe it 
is by far the best method in the majority of cases. 

2. The long and tedious convalescence inseparably connected 
with the ordinary mode of operating is by this mode avoided. 

8. Other advantages of this mode of operating are (a) secur- 
ing union by the first intention, and (b) the prevention of in- 
continence, 

4. In cases where the external sphincter has become rigid, 
it is not easy to hold its incised ends in close apposition with- 
out forcibly dilating it with the thumbs prior to operating, or 
else by an incision opposite the tract of the fistula, of sufficient 
depth to temporarily paralyze the muscle. In this way the 
sutures in the sphincter will render better service, 

5. For the purpose of facilitating the introduction of sutures 


within the rectum, there are two means, as follows: (a) the | 


introduction into the rectum of a Sims speculum ; ()) the 
eversion of the lower portion of the rectum by means of one 


or more fingers being introduced into the vagina, and then turn- | 


ing a portion of the rectum through the external sphincter, 
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DANGERS OF OBSTETRIC PRACTICE.—Just here let me record 
it as my fixed belief, that thousands of women have come to 
their death, from the dirt and other matters under the finger 
nails of their attendants. That dirt, the nest of infectious 
particles scraped from the body of himself, or possibly bathed 
in the infectious fluids of another person, is conveyed by 
means of the touch to the abraded surfaces in the puerperal 
patient, and she becomes inoculated with the virus that causes 
her death. I believe that any one suffering from a chronic 
skin disease, or who is afflicted with a,chronic ulcer of any 
kind, should not attend upon puerperal patients, no more than 
he who is attending patients with scarlatina or erysipelas. In 
fact, it is my deliberate judgment, that puerperal women 
should not be attended by the general practitioner at all, and 
for one I will gladly welcome the day when I can turn over 
all such patients to well educated and thoroughly trained lady 
physicians who will make that their special calling. —MaADIsoN 
REECE, Journal of American Medical Association, August 2, 
1884, 





ALVELOS: A NEW CURE FOR CANCER.—The plant com- 
monly known by the name of alvelos belongs to the euphor- 
biacew, and is indigenous to Pernambuco. Dr, Velloso, of 
that province, states, in a communication to the Journal de 
Receife, that a magistrate, who was suffering from epithelioma 
of the face, and who had returned to his estate despairing of 
relief, was entirely cured of his disease by the topical applica- 
tion of the juice of the plant. On the strength of tlfis report 
Dr. Velloso tried the remedy in the case of cancroid of the 
nose, and in one of epithelioma of the lip, with the result 
that the first patient was completely cured in forty days, and 
the second in less than two months. ‘These results, he thinks, 
justify a trial of the remedy, especially in uterine cancer. The 
action of the juice of the plant is irritating, producing a spread- 
ing dermatitis without much pain, and the application of the 
cut stem or the juice of the fresh plant to the diseased part, is 
| said to result in the destruction of the morbid tissue, which is 
replaced by healthy granulations, doing the work, in fact, of 
the chloride of zine paste. . 





THe Osmium Coueu.—Dr, J. C. Burnett was consulted by a 
patient for a cough that was particularly characterized by 
noise ; and the noise was as if produced by resonance from 
the somatic parietes, much like the sound heard when one 
coughs into an empty tub, though not quite so hollow. The 
lungs were slightly emphysematous, but otherwise quite 
healthy. Osmium promptly cured the case. Osmium also 
cured a cough for a young lady. It was described by her as 
“very noisy, dry and hard, coming from low down, and shak- 
ing her body a good deal.” Testicular and ovarian irritation is 
a valuable concomitant quality of the osmic cough.—Hom. 
World, May, 1884. 





FEMALE INTERNES IN THE Parts Hosprrats.—It appears, 
says the Union Médicale, a journal that has vigorously opposed 
the admission of women to the Paris hospitals, that ‘‘ in spite 
of the opposition formally expressed by the majority of the 
hospital physicians and surgeons, in spite of the steps taken 
by Professor Hardy, President of the Associaticn of Internes, 
and by M. Moutard-Martin and M. Nicaise, medical delegates 
to the ‘‘Conseil de Surveillance de ]’Assistance Publique,” a 
decree of the prefect has just authorized the admission of 
female externes to the concours for the coming year. The 
Union Médicale bewails this blindness of the Government as a 
| return to the darkness of the middle ages. 
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SPECIALISTs.—There is no doubt of the necessity for a 
physician, before coming out as a specialist, first devoting 
more or less time to the general work of his profession. kn 
this connection, Dr. Goodel says the crying medical error of 
the day is the mistaking of nerve disease for womb disease. 
From this widespread delusion no organ in the human body is 
so overtreated and consequently so maltreated as the womb. 
Many cases diagnosed by gynecologists and treated as serious 
uterine disease would be recognized by the general practi- 
tioner, accustomed to study the general condition of the 
system, as nerve exhaustion or malnutrition of nerve-centres. 


Nurses’ Sore Mourn.—A writer in American Medica! 
Journal says : In all cases of nursing sore mouth, there may be | 
found, upon careful inquiry, wrong of the uterus. There is 
nearly always more or less leucorrhcea, and the discharge is 
frequently of an offensive, irritating character. The internal 
administration of eupatorium, alternated or combined with 
hydrastis, will always help in such cases, and they will many 
times accomplish everything desired. 


R} Mother tincture eupatorium aromaticum..... 3 ij. 
PRUNE CPU, oc ccccccstcreecsecaens Steve 3 ij. 
Water...... hoe Uaioe Ppeeesamaties seeween 3 iijss 


M.S.—One teaspoonful every hour, 


It is surprising to see how rapidly some cases of nursing sore | 
mouth heal under the influence of this simple prescription. 
The burning mouth and tongue are cooled, the leucorrha@a] 
discharge is modified, lessened, and not infrequently entirely 
stopped ; andthe nervous element of the disease, characterized 
by morbid watchfulness, throbbing headache, etc., is perfectly | 
controlled in most cases. Eupatorium is said to be a remedy 
for nervousness, but we have never observed that its virtues | 
were very marked in this regard except in this terrible disease, 
so frequently met with in nursing women, but here it certainly 
is a first-class remedy. 
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—The American Medical Association will meet in New Or- 
leans, April 28th. 

—Prof. (iross says chloroform is an exceedingly safe anws- 
thetic for infants and very old people, 





—A saturated solution of hydrochlorate of cocaine in nitric | 
acid is said to make a painless caustic. 


—The English courts have decided that home lessons set by 
teachers in the public schools cannot be enforced. 


—In 1876 the number of medical students matriculated in | 
Paris was 1,924 ; in 1883-4 the number was 5,386. 


—Bicarbonate of sodium is claimed as an antidote to poi- 
soning from iodoform, which is not an infrequent occurrence. 


—Dr. Weddell, of Calcutta, recommends, in enlarged 
spleen from malarial trouble, fluoride of quinine in small 


doses. 

—Dr. I. B. Bolton, a graduate of the Boston University, 
has recently been appointed City Physician of Newburyport, 
Massachusetts. 


—B Vaseline, spirits turpentine, iM one ounce, carbolic 
acid, ten drops, are recommended as a certain cure for frost 
bite, by Dr. L. G. Doane. 

—Look out for testicles when women doctors come into 
power. They are likely to disappear, as women’s oyaries do 
under male doctors’ sway. 
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—The deaths from patent medicines are estimated by a 
writer in the British Medical Journal, to be about one hun 
dred and fifty thousand annually. 


—The price of cocaine hydrochlorate has gone down re- 
cently, so that it is within the reach of every physician, It 
can be bought for fifty cents per grain. 


—The number of bacteria per cubic metre in city air is 
about 2,500 ; in the air of a city hospital it is about 11,000 per 
cubic metre, reaching the minimum in summer. 


—In a case of infantile leuchorrb@a, dependent upon ascar- 
ides, Dr. W. H. Parsin found that an injection of a}, solu- 
tion of Little’s soluble phényle worked admirable. 


—Dr. L. Younghusband, of Detroit, has received from 
Prof. Koch, of Berlin, a microscopic slide of the ‘‘comma 
bacillus ” regarded by him as the cause of cholera. 


—A good preventive to dyspepsia and obesity, is slow feed- 
ing. A small quantity of food slowly eaten satisfies hunger 
better than a much larger quantity rapidly consumed, 


—A physician out West last winter went his rounds on 
snow shoes. One day he got caught in a hedge, and five of his 
patients recovered before he was discovered and extricated, 


—Dr. Piffard recommends, as a cure for pimples, one or two 
drops of a one per cent. solution of the bromide of arsenic in a 
wine-glass of water three times a day on an empty stomach. 


—It is stated that the Jndex Medicus will be published by 
George 8. Davis, of Detroit. The publication of this work 
was suspended about the close of last year, for want of 
support. 


—Bourgeois, in the Bull. Gen, de Thérapeutique, recom- 
mends the subcutaneous injection of vaccine lymph in place 
of the endermic method. He has employed the new method 
with success. 


—Bellevue Hospital Medical College, at its twenty-fourth 
annual commencement, March 9, graduated a class of one- 
hundred and thirty-four. 

The University Medical College, at its forty-fourth an- 
nual commencement, March 10, graduated one hundred and 


| sixty-eight students 


The students in the homeopathic department of the 
University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, numbered eighty-eight 
in 1880-81, and thirty-four in 1884-5, with a prospect of still 
further decrease, 

The longest compulsory medical course is in the Boston 
University, which requires four annual courses of eight 
months each. This institution is doing excellent work in the 


| thoroughness of its teaching. 


—Prof. Bartholow thinks that few American stomachs are 
equal to the digestion of oatmeal, It is true that the Scotch 
manage to eat much of it, but there is no nation so subject to 
indigestion as they. 


—The mean duration of life in France, which was twenty 
nine years at the clése of the eighteenth century, and thirty- 
nine from 1817-1831, increased to forty from 1840-1859, thanks 
to the progress of sanitary science, 


—Coffee made with distilled water is said to possess delicacy 
of taste, improved aroma, and, in short, is more acceptable 
and agreeable in every way, possibly because distilled water 
does not take up any of the tannin of the berries, which is 
ordinarily soluble by the earthy carbonates, 
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—Mrs. E. Jack, strongly endorsed by many of the leading 


alienists of England and this country, proposes opening a 
‘‘Home” for nervous or insane ladies, at Atlantic City. Her 
address is No. 582 Spruce Street, Philadelphia. 


—The death records of this city show that there was 304 
deaths from catcer in 1869, in 1875 there were 415, and in 
1883 the number had risen to 678, being about five hundred 
and thirty to a million, showing a steady increase in the 
death rate of this disease. 


—It is announced that the synthesis of saccharose has been 
accomplished by MM. Aubert and Giraud, and it is anticipated 
that the discovery may eventually be of vast importance to the 
sugar industry. 
converted into glucose and then exposed to the action of a 
strong electric current. 


—Fifty years ago, there were hardly any such things as 
dispensaries or out-patient departments. Now, in every large 
city, a fourth of the inhabitants (if we go by reports) are an- 
nually treated for nothing. The effect has been to make the 
early attainment of professional skill more easy, but the early 
attainment of paying professional practice more difficult. 


—Wasutncton Homaopataic HosprraL.—Congress has 
recently appropriated fifteen thousand dollars towards the 
building fund of the Washington Homeopathic Hospital, 
The National 
prominently before the community, It undoubtedly is des- 
tined to fill a permanent and useful place in the hospital 
work of the National Capital. 


—We are pleased to hear that our esteemed London corres- 
pondent, Dr. John H. Clarke, is to don the editorial harness 
by succeeding Dr. Burnett, of the World. We are also happy 
to say that this will not interfere with the continuance of his 
regular letters to our journal, which have proved so interest- 
ing fora long time past. Dr.Clarke has our most cordial best 
wishes for his every success, 


—A liberal grant of money has been made by the German | 
Giovernment to Dr. Koch, for the purpose of carrying on his | 


investigations of the cholera germ and related subjects. 


He 


is to be aided in his work by small classes of the medical | 


Germany. Through the courtesy of Prince Bismarck, Dr, 


Gieorge W. Lewis, of Buffalo, New York, has been admitted | 


to these interesting and important studies. 


—The proposed pavilion for sick children, on Ward's Is- 
land, is progressing, and it is confidently hoped that it will 
be ready for occupancy in the early summer. 
of the Medical Board, and others who may be interested in the 
work, are earnestly urged to send contributions to the fund 
at once, so that the work may not be delayed. Checks should 
be made payable to Dr, Alfred K. Hills, Secretary, ete. 

s 

—Dr. R. R. Gregg, President of the International Hahne- 
mannian Association, desires us to state that the next meeting 
of the Society will convene atthe Court House, Syracuse, New 
York, June 23. next, at ten A. M., and continue three days. A 
cordial invitation is extended to all those interested in the 
work of this organization to be present and participate in the 
doings. Reports of clinical cases are especially desired. 


—Pelvic inflammation and fever, following delivery, are 
due in the vast majorifty of instances to lacerations of the cer- 
vix uteri. 


The members | 


We possess but one measure which can be relied | 


capable of producing in a given time. 
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It consists in 
carefully bringing together the torn edges, and securing them 
by sutures, This is the true surgical principle. The so-called 


on for the prevention of these inflammations. 


| antiseptic vaginal injections are of no value for this purpose. 


—Congress at its last session, in view of the probable ad- 


vent of cholera in this country during the next summer, has 


very wisely appropriated about $340,000, to be used at the 
discretion of the President in case of a threatened or actual 


epidemic of cholera or the yellow fever. The President will 


| undoubtedly authorize the National Board of Health to util- 


The amylaceous matter of the potato is first | 


Hospital Fair has brought the institution | 


ize as much of this money as is necessary to carry out the 
design of Congress and its appropriation. 


—Dr. Paul Hilot, the Surgeon-in-Chief to the Maternity 
Hospital at Rouen, has introduced a very simple and effective 
test of mother’s milk. He uses an ordinary hypodermic 
syringe and fills it first with distilled water and then with the 
mother’s milk, both at a temperature of 60°. The fluid is 
forced out through the needle and the drops counted, the 
drops of distilled water being to those of the mother’s milk 
as six toseven. Any marked variation from this proportion 
should cause the milk to be rejected. Thus he found a cubic 
centimetre of good milk gave thirty-five drops, while water 
gave thirty drops. If the milk numbered less than thirty- 
three drops or more than forty it was rejected. 


~-Herr Heusner says of the effects of lightning stroke on 
human beings, that after the lightning discharge has passed 
through the skin its passage was much easier ; that isto say, 


| the internal organs are much more conductive than the epi- 


dermis. The brain and spinal cord are apparently conduc- 


| tors, and hence a lightning stroke on the head does not mate- 
| rially injure the brain beyond shattering the nerves and 


causing temporary derangement. Most persons struck by 
lightning do not remember anything about the stroke; but 
others describe a sensation such as would be caused by a 
heavy blow, and some have likened the shock to,what they 


might be supposed to feel if torn into small pieces, 


—lIn our last issue we made reference to an apparatus in 
use in some of our city hospitals for accomplishing the static 
electrization and disinfection of an atmosphere. In reply to 
numerous inquiries we will quote from the report of Henry 
A. Mott, Jr., Ph.D 


‘“‘There are many features about this machine which are 


» etc. : 
novel and highly commendable. What is most interesting is 
the amount of static electrization or the machine is 
By quantitative test, 
machine was found to 
air admitted, which is 
equal to 83 cubic inches of ozone per minute. In fifteen min- 
.726 cubic feet As the 
room contained 2,147 cubic feet of air, this air would contain 
in the fifteen minutes ,,} 


d57 


ozone 


the amount of ozone generated by the 
be 2.4 per cent. of the oxygen in the 
utes there was generated of ozone. 
Ty deter 
mine the amount of albuminoid ammonia in the air some of 
the water in the air was condensed by suitable refrigerating ap- 
paratus, to show the per cent. of this undesirable element. 
The electrical apparatus was next set in operation for fifteen 
minutes, when some more of the water contained in the air 
was condensed, Analysis showed that 3315 per cent. of the 
albuminoid ammonia was decomposed in this short space of 
time. It must be remarked here, that during the test there 
were six persons in the room, some of them smoking, as also 
a mass of decomposed animal matter, the object being to show 
the efficiency of ozone under the most trying circumstances. 
The fact that the room was not provided with any artificial 
system of ventilation is also worthy of remark,” 


of its volume of ozone. 





